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SKETCH OF THE AOTHOR^S LIFE. 



X .HE PiibU«beri«f thp iQUowiog P-oevot pursuant to 
his engpag^WAiHd 9KUb tb^ wWs^ bas obtsuned from the 
Author, some psotiputors of bis IM^ and cii^cumstancess 
wbiciiftre here gwo? from document^ furnished bj 
hiiia3el£ 

D^viD HiTCBcocK, the Author of the folbwing 
Poeniy w.9^ bom^at BetUetob County of LUchfidd^ State 
of C9nnecticut9in tbe year 1773. His &ther, who .was 
an honest ^ndin^ustripUS^QOrn^keri after being reduced, 
by a series of imsfoi^uQos,* to the .lowest state of poverty 
and wretchedness^} died in the year 1 790 ; leaving six 
childreny of whom our author was the eldest, and a weak- 
ly and 4)ereayed ^Wdow, dependent upon. the world for 
protection «nd support. His inability to educate his * 
children will readily .be perceived ; hut as the eldest dis- 

• Amongst. these misfortunes, may be mentioned, the loss of 
about £ 1000 by the depreciation of the paper currency of those 
ttmos ; bis own sickness, whicJi rendei^d him almost helpless, 
during. the three last years of his life ; and the ins.inity of his 
wife, which, commencing at that time, has aiilicted her ^t 
iutervids ever Mime, 
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IV SKETCH or THE 

cotered an eari^ disposition to leant) he spared no pains 
togratify it, both by instructing him^ and sending him to 
school, (when want of money or clothing did not pre- 
vent) from the fifth to the thirteenth year of his age. 
By these small privileges, our author acquired enough of 
the rudiments of learning to enable him to make farther 
improvements by his own application, at subsequent 
periods oi his life. He began the practice of scribblingt 
which was his fovorite amusement, very early. Some 
of his first productions were paraphrases on tire thirty.- 
ninth Psalm ; the latter part of the first chapter of 
Luke ; and others of a serious complexiwi. These he 
composed principally in the night, while watching with 
his father in his last sickness. Reasons might be addu- 
ced to show, why he has hitherto generally made relig- 
ious subjects his theme ; but they are deemed irrelevant. 
It is sufficient to say, that he was induced to make 
religion his study, and to investigate, as much as lay in his 
power, the principles on which it was founded. For this 
purpose^ he carefully examinedvthe Bible, and ^ther seri« 
ous books, and attended public wor^iip and religious 
conferences, when it did not interfere with his employ- 
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ment at home. By these srieans the stod)^ faeeaode 

■r 

'^habttual, and his though -were directed to objects which' 
belbTe did hot seem to possess suffident charms to draw 
-his atteriti<Hi pand though thisUttle woik was not writ- 
ten tiQtS several years after, yet he attributes to his rariy 
Impressions, the chdce of a religious' topic. ' 

After the death' of his fiither, our author went to lire 
witli one of the selectmen of . the town, to work at htm' 
ing^, and continued with him five monftfas. ' He. then 
chose a guardian, with whom he Hved fourteen months ; 
and afterwards, by his' own request, was bound by Us 
guardlah to a shoemaker to learn his trade more perfect- 
I7. ' He continued in his service, howler, but sfacteen 
months; M)dtheilleCtiiim,byoomprbmite,«ndretuni^d 
to his |;uar£an,' wh6s^ > he remaiiled until he completed 
the twentieth ycaJp of his age. Vnule^hc livtd in these 
&inflies^ he found it difficult -Co overcome the prejudges 
which they had previously imtnbed against him. His 
dependence and singcdarity made it almost impossible 
for himtodoanytbingaccepiaUe; and though the man 
10 whom he was bound appearedi to be satisfied with his 
services, and but se|dom reprimanded him, yet the otben 
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ioltemehim* KBiilittogswciteccdcmMd'wkli.A'iroraB 
comtrficciciii ihai 1I1C7 ought, SB juaiice^ tfr 9 

selves for dw tnowri^al sdaurgtts wfakh be t twkci i 



deptoitt the Iftw of iofe frthen Hfefeklmdiycniiont 
•itoatson; exposed to tliitaiiito of nifiBBii&govcraMnT 
« being ^too Uttk <»BBeqoence to gaiii tbe fekoMup of 
lii oeighlboan $ and if lie fknopUned t9 iiii jefadioii^qf 
^ tTMitQifeiity iio Aundtfaat they hod Ibeenseaadinabljf 
t>t«polf«aBed,^r»9rclpte4ealtsdSmoflMl^^ Ytt 

fae iMts ODGOttadoas of aoiMng sqcIi tre^taieiity by aiy 
wiffii^gdeputoft {bom hit duty; imd though liemtghtt 
hy wgoffcmtti or aiail>iii;n«nbey aotaetiinct deoepfe tiitttr 
displeaflnre, stiH, «fi l»e wirer tmeyoA the aiientKe sum 
l^ ofmtodoHar per tm>ndi(«xcdhi8bieofi3ead)te 

fair mttUte iv^Ac) Imi ooyld not a^poie himdfy on the 
#h(de» oF M&9 in thii» kMI degitepfq«dkMt|i«^ 



Atthc age of twenty year9,oar author^iaviDg beenban- 

died about, and treated mth mdiffeKnce by his acquaint- 

ances, began tothmk of looking out for himself. Ac* 

cordingly, after informing his guardian of lus attentions^ 

and working three or four months in WashingUHiy Con* 

necticutf he went to West Stockbridge, iiFMassachusetts. 

The first stated wages he received for his work at his tradet. 

was three dollars and tlurty three cents per month; but 

as he worked as a journeyman at several 8heps> his wages 

increased) in a few months, to fifty shiUngs^New England 

currency. These earnings he laid out. in purchasing 

clothing to supply t)»e place of a few rags, whidi^ at that 

time, had become very .un&shionable apparel for persons 

of his age. After he had supplied himself with deCenH 

clothmg, he had the good, fortune^ by his diligence, to^ 

acquire a few dollars beforehand; but as he was ignorant 

of the intrigues of the world, his little surplus was soon 

filched ;fi^m him by insidious jocldes, who kniew better 

how to get it than he did to keep it. H&soon after went 

to Great Barringtoti, in Massachusetts^ where he has 

resided ever since ; and though he has been as diligent ia 
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ofvliine imfonliiMe MdiiHi^ thtil Mb¥i)^ tevt toteft 
eAg«HM»liii«o tut aft Mfc eMid MM IhMkw 

stfl lite 6tiJ«f 9{M«c« iM tokwmtiMkf^uuA btt tte MAtte 
of ihteb olrildmti lo bl» ftAfiljrv n^^ i^^<mii Im 4oiM 

Sitehlitt beeailMMl^iiKiAtmsgKte (to the Vbittf 
seeond ytar of hli eg^) 6f miftias ^^^e, «tfaKgUA[( iiwicir 
ril the'dkndirftdtageft oFe w«Mt of tdiXsiittitH IMIgim^ 
oliicmitf,a&athecmtaiiMlf«ftlifct»«tH)lm ^pnediMedt 

by the aitoiuriifais eflbm* «^ M g«tal^ the M!oliiii|; 
FObib, JienAeft a mimber of sttfedfer {fideea df k Ka^dd 
dot.* iiielnliwquehay iMMitbM fty^^Oi^ 

FDtertyitfcift there is te iMtfd <tfrbdk%^p«iM\ Heteito 
.toeBL ed^iftrt «> Uki0#«iiiW)r lib /toft, tthd iTtiek te Uft 

* One or t#o ofHirte t^eoet, tur aultalrlHUi fAiAiiMd>te 
tiie publisher. For ingenuity and wit« they are not, pertiaps, 
^XH«dedhy ihy iaodehi production, ll is the publisher's 
intention to coDuidt these pieces to the pieM M SOOQ M potiibk^ 



author's LIF£. tft 

imit» But he wasy in fact, compeUed hj necessity, to write 
thispoem. Hailing industriously applied himself to his 
trade and fin^g he could derive no more profit from itf 
than his immediate necesuties required^he had recourse 
to bis pen^ and employing his leisure hours only^fiorjibout 
a y ear^ he produced this work* He does not, in the mean 
.timey shew any disposition to relax from his labour. He 
has not imbibed the idle notion, that authors can live 
on air, nor that the mere trade of bookmaking is the best 
in the world to obtain solid food. He appears only 
to wish that the j<Mnt labours of his head and his hands j 
may procure him a comfortable subsistence. Indeed, it 
is doubtful, whether they could be separated without des- 
troying both; for the principal part ofhis verses^ are com* 
*posed while he is at work, and afterwards committed to 
paper, as he finds leisure.Qnd opportunity. He retains, 
in his memory, cTer^ syllable of his longest productions. 

To speak particularly of this Poem, would now be im- 
proper. It is submitted to the cvdeal of public opinion ; 
and time alone can detemune its &te. « * 

PtMUher •fthejlvt ESHmu 

Jufyy 1805. J- 
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PART I. 

THE^lesign of the Vision — Statement of the general com- 
plaints against Providence, for the calamities incident to 
human life — Said to be inflicted for the vices of men ; which 
sire iktal to ihem in consequence of the Fall-- Reply 
to the above statement, That men have n& right to arraign 
the AlmiglUy— That most of the afflictions of life, they 
bring on themselves, by their imprudence^, or discontent—. 
That human wishes, if gratified, would afford no greater 
happiness than the race now enjoy— That miseries which can- 
not be evaded by prudence and economy, are indispensably 
• necessary, to make men feel their dependence on the Al- 
mighty. 

PART U. 

QUESTION, Why the Fall of man was permitted '—Reply, 
That the justice of other events, in which men do not feel 
interested, might be asked with the same propriety — That 
the justice of God is not to be questioned till men can prove 
that be has erred, <n: till they are equal to him in wis- 
dom and power — That his designs arf to man unknown, 

, thfitugh sin is in the world, and of course death ; not only of 
man, but of all the visible partsof creation— -That man has 
no right to complain ti'l he can prove that he is more deserv. 
ing than the rest of the creatures of God— That the conduct 

. of men sanctions tlie justiee of the miseries which they en- 
dure— That their existence had been no better, if the fall 
had never been permitted ; nor in such case, do they know 
that they ever had existed, or any thing which God has cre- 
ated-besides«*That the system, as it is, is best, though its 
ultimate end is beyond human comprel^ension — That if 
human reason is dissatisfied with the permission of sin and 
death, it must examine the universe throughout, and rectify 
every seeming disorder that exists — That upon this ground, 
the whole system of nature is a* worthy of human censure, 
as the fall of man, or the miseries which are produced by it-:: 
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Tbat it would notbetieftt maiikind, to have all th« mysteries 
of nature revealed ; the origin of evil especially ; they would 
not own God's justice, or be mare resigned to his Provi- 
dence — That his goodness is tnantfest^That reason teaches 
^his existence ^d government^ and inculcates universal sub- 
mission ; the end of creation,. his gl«ry ; earth, the appointed 
residence of man; duty, hi» fiekl of action; no mystery 
found therein ; nor may he go our in search of them, for God 
is not obliged to reveal them>— That the scriptures are a rev- 
elation of an needful tifuths — That though men are dissatis- 
fied, the syst^ is unallerahlo^-That resignation is mofi 
advisable. 

FART III. 

QUESTION, Mo%' blame ^n exist in the system, iftfaewlmle 
is so com]M9teily''of^afii«ed?^Reply, Th«t thmi^ aaomil 
evil does Oertaifriy eatist, it camiet be said \» originate ftvim 
God-^That there ««n be no amendment %o Che constitutton 
lof lurtore ; sinoe the whole wm planned by iiifinile iwisdam*— 
TJ>at man, with his ^extetna) fNtvts, and mtemai qoalitiee, 
isaneeetoary being to fill a eettain <|)hepe in eceatmn, 
wiiieh must have been vaeant» had he bsen different^ 'Crort^ 
ed — That the properties of man are ail essentialty re<ntts«be 
to gain an honest subsistence, and' perform the social and 
sacred duties of life — That he is not obliged to prostitute 
them, t^otlgh he has tfp0ort)taiii%}k-^11isM; tiuman fhaHty, 
and a Usb'rlity to evr, introdtieed motives 'from whence the 
deprarhy ^ man fint «ri^|iniLted— Thalt no natural means 
oonld have prevented their etileet-^Tbat supevnatoral esoer- 
tioti •wolf Id 'have mrb^rted m«n% f ree ^ig^enc^r, and aBOihsb*- 
ed the idea of praise <»r •htame woriibUiess-^lMt the xnutiial 
l>enefit which man ii^oitld be to the sys«em< o«twieiglied, 
inthe'Cr«iitor*s mind, the «vU$ that would accrue ftam his 
moral derangement ; boch <yf wtviehhe must have known be- 
fore ttie creation took ptaoe«— Thatas man is endowed with 
-reasonto distinguish, and abiKty to practise, virtue or viae; 
lie nmst necevskrily be a^siA^ieeit of God^^monal |fovepmnent, 
and responsible "to him <^r'hts eonduct-^^hat his >power:or 
duty is not contrasted by the fall«^Th«t his actions appar- 
ently proceed from voUmtary ehoice-^That 4f they do not, 
all punishment theifefor- wouM be arbitrary and imjast44. 
Q«iestion, Wlvether punishment, as well as •crimes may not 
be ordained ><^Rep(y, That if tlliey are, God*s government 
•over men is'a continued-scene of 'Oppression and cruel^*^ 
Tliat the ftsdoXe llglyt of reason may discern to tlte contrary-^ 
That were ihen compelled they would fee^ no guali.fi»r the 
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^^retjteit crimes, or strive to cooeetl thtm wfien Ihcy were 
eomniitted — ^That if roan's power or duty is i^ridged, it dis- 
<»ids the Ideas -'tif virtue or ▼iee—Th«t of course it is no 
matter how quick the barriers of society are brokea down 
amd nen oferwhebned hy their own ^eprasrity-^That the 
foreknowledge of God, and the freedom of nan may both 
exist, though reason cannot ooniprebend their connectiofi— . 
That if men jtfe free in their actions, tl^y are subordinate ^o 
Uiw, and should be cftoitious bow they implicate the justice 
of God— That the woixl of Cod is the niie of li{e--Question, 
what makes it ^ireferable to r«asbn«*Reply, the same that 
makes light ptelemUe to dafkness«^That reason alone is in* 
suflELeient to teach men either their duty or the true knowledge 
of their Creator — ^Example^ noticed both ancient and mod- 
em, of its deficiency and variation, in the Indies, China, Tar* 
tary, Egypt* and '^ersia^^rief-repvesentaiion of the doctrine 
of pDl3^eism— That this^iiioiigh tolerated by reaaen» waa un- 
^ubtedly wron^. 

PART IV. ^ 

QUESTIONS, Whether belief hi any God is necessary if men 
are honest, and do not disturb the pease of the pttbUc-*-^e- 
ply. That all duty, or moral obligation, originates from a 
sense of being accountaible to a Supreme Bein^o«»That this 

- /delbnds society from the encroachnseots of vice, without 
which, the intervention of human govemihents would prove 
Ineifectual— That social intercourse would soon be dissolved, 
were a God to be universally denied— That it is left Qif no 
God in fact does exist) for the human race to be extermmat* 
ed ; since they all complain of the miseries of life— That 
men are wilfully bliiid, who deny the rays of Divinity that 
appear within Jthe hemisphere of reason — ^Thatthe traces of 
a God are discerned in every visible operation — All nations, 
in idl ages, have believed in divine energy ; though they 
have differed respecting the manner of its existence — That 
though this faith is clearly ascertained, it is abjured hy the 
disciples of reason, as the principal source of bigotry and op- 
pression— Their principles examined — Intentions exposed — 
What happiness (as they pretend) will redound. to society 
fi^m their prosecution — That human nature must be chang- 
ed».before mankind can be thus made happy, which is a task 
too great for philosophers to accomplish— That pride, preju- 
dice»and local attachments, will continue, in spite of their pre* 
tended endeavours to destroy them— That property cannot 
be equslized, or distinction annihilated— TUat the political 
state of the world cannot be made uuiforp— That the bal- 
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ance of power wiUoontinoe tovibrftteon account of the jar. 
ring interests by whtcb the different nations of the world are 
governed— That despotic rijriits will produce revolutions : 
states thereby emancipate from oppression ; erect popular 
governments ; which (though most eligible) will soon grov 
corrupt very gradually to tyranny ; and thence to declension 
and ruin — That the political course of all nations has hitherto 
been attended with revolutions and changes— That popular 
discontent, and licentiousness have prevailed in proportion 
to the liberty wl^ich individuals have enjo^^d ; till lib^ 
governments have been deranged, and compelled to yield to 
regal authority ; which, for secular purposes, has sanctioned 
the grossest errors to silence popular clamor, and to es- 
tablish an exclusive tittle to power and dominion— That thus 
eveiy system of human government has been perverted bj 
the lusts, and vices of men— That these first made their ex- 
istence necessary— That tbey have been the cause of oppres- 
sion ; and not£reliffion or government, as philosophers pre- 
tend—That societies cannot exist without restraint till men 
possess a more benevolent disposition— That hence it must 
be the suppression of licentiousness, instead of liberty that 
produces such disaffection to laws and reUgion— That this 
hj^ been the means of shedding much blood, and yet has 
produced no changpe for the better : In consideration of 
^which the nations of the earth are exhorted to beware of rev- 
olutionizing principles, and the propagators of them to re- 
form themselves ere they undertime to regenerate the 
world*. 
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PART FIBST. 

W HILE Phosbus from the huihan race 
Hid the bright splendor of his face, 
And> from the seat of darkness, hurl'd 
A sable mantle o'er the world : 
While men from toil repose obtained, 
And universal silence reign'd ; 
The ghost of tin immortal sage, 
Who fiourish'd in the Grecian age, ' 
Sudden into my presence btoke. 
And thus the radient vision spoke : 

Stranger, forbear, be not dismay*d ; 
l*m Plato's once departed Shade ; 
Who, from celestial spheres recede. 
The righteous cause of Heav'n to plead j 
And clear its justice, truth, and grace 
From the aspersions of your race. 
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0*er earth, where'er a God is known. 
Mankind, their destiny bemoan ; 
They all some specbus pretext frame. 
To tax kind Providence with blame ; 
Each think the Deity they serve 
Chastises more than they deserve ; 
And that their sufferings here below 
Are one despotic scene of wo. 
In Christian land^ where gospel light 
Illumes^ the intellectual sight. 
Oft have t heard your race repine, 
That they're abus'd by power divine ; 
That they're deprived of happiness, 
Because their parents did amiss : 
That their existence, here below, 
Is but a pilgrimage of wo ; 
For which the hapless race of tnen 
Are subject to disease, and pain ; 
And when their days on earth are past. 
Must feel the pangs of death at last : 
'^at since the first unrighteous deed. 
Mankind, thro* every age, must bleed ; 
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And be clandestinely devoar^dy 

ft 

By famine^ pestilenee, and sword : 
That man, had not it been for this. 
Had revellM in eternal Uiss ; 
And free from sickness, death, or pain, 
Would now in paradise remain ; 
That sjnce their sire was thus derang'd, 
The laws of nature have been chang'd ; 
And counterwork their pristine plan, 

To scourge the feeble race of man ; 

Whence they're to every wo betrayed, 

For crimes which they could not evade : 

Oft, they inquire the causethey've given 

Thus to be made the sport of heaven ; 

And why its vengeance should assail 

A race so impotent and frail. 
Wherefore, in this presumptuous strain. 

Do men their Maker thus arraign ; 

And with such unbecoming lays 

Question the justice of his ways ; 

While, in their hearts, they all accede 

j To Climes that to these miseries lead ? 
I - B 2 
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Ai*mortd»,byapower«bIin«, 
PushM forward into ^yftrf crime ^ 
Ofy can they, with the grpaiest case. 
Withstand their passions^ if the^ please ; ^ • * 
And| ere they gain the upper hand} 
Subject them under' due cemmand t 
Do not your race nufllcient know 
To mitigate this ddeof wo $ ' 
To practice what is just and goody 
And be more happy, if they would ? 
Were those abandoned sons of Greece,* 
Who grac*d their haughty monarches feast ; 
\Forc'd by an agency divine 
To kill themselves by drinking wine ? 

* It U fttoriedy that Alexander, at a banquet which he had 
prepared for bis principal officers^ ph)posed a crown a% a re- 
ward for any one of the company who would drink the most. 
PromachuB, wti^o drank ei|^teen pints, was the successful com- 
petitor, hut he outlived his victory only three days ; and of the 
rest of the guests about forty perished by this a«tof inteaip^ 
ance. Such, scenes of extravagance frequently occur ; yet it 
is levelling the character of the Almighty to that of a Merry 
Andrew, or mountebank, to say that he delights m, and encour. 
ages them, which must be Uie case if he enforces their com- 
mission. 
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Did not their reason then declare> 

That thus they would their health impair ; 

And that} unless they did recedeir 

That they must perish in the deed ? 

Do not men forge those galling chainsv 

Of which the race at large complains ; 

And by imprudence of their ow^y 

Oft pull the heaviest judgments down I 

Are they not universal fiiea 

To each allotment heayeSL bestows ? ' 

And does it not their feefings goadf 

To follow virtue's ptenMOt road ; 

Which free from labyrinths of doubt» 

Points happiness and duty out ? * 

Do not their passions^ like a dream^ 

Drag them thro* every wild extreme ; 

And to excesses lead them on^ 

Till they are oftentimes undone ? 

Are not mankind) in happiest plaoe^ 

ft 

A discontented murmuring race ; 

Who, with convenience at their door, 

Feel vext, if fortune gives no more ? 
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Or, if she favors their caprice ; 
Do not unnumber'd want^ increase ? 
And does not each, when gratified, 
Give the next hope, a double stride ; 
Till man arrives, by swift degrees, 
To covet every thing he sees ? 

What could this restless man expect. 
Were all his wants to take effect ? 
Were heaven to rule as he'd contrive, 
Would he* to greater bliss arrive ? 
Would he not, with impetoous force, 
Rush on, in Pride's destructive course ; 
. And plunge in a more desperate state 
Than that he now imputes to fate ? 
, Would not his prdud aspiring^soul 
O'erleap the bounds of all cohtroul ; 
And, by his pride and folly too, 
Di^orgaiuze creation through ; 
Till he were crush'd beneath his pride. 
And every work of God beside ? 

Or would mankind be happy here, 
S^uld now a golden age appear ? 
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Should Astreay from her lo&g retreatf* 

Make earth, once more, her regal seat ; 

And by her renoTating sway> 

Sweep sickness^ pam> and death away ; 

Should she for many a bulwark lomh 

Secure from each menacing storm s 

Secure from elemental strife. 

That hourly threatens human life ; 

While lightning from beclouded^kies. 

Would seize its victims by surprize ; 

Or, while the shafts of dedth were hurl'd. 

By plague and famine, o'er the world : 

Should the^ mild goddess, here below^ 

No more let thorns or thistles grow ; 

But make the earth spontaneous, bear 

Food for your race, without their cot€ ; 

And then, to gratify theii' Mrish 

With nectar, season every dish :t 

•Astrea, a Sylvan Deity, or the goddess of juiticei soppoicd 
by thQ ancients to have resided on earth in the golden age, till- 
offended at the vices of men, she abandoned her tnist, and as* 
cended to Heaven, from whence she has never returned. 

t The drink of the gods, as the orientals tmagiMad* 
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Shoiild scenes of pleasure, and delight. 
Be ever present, day and night : 
Should Venus, more to earth incline ;• 
And springs afford the choicest wine ;— 
Should such an xra now present, 
Say, would your race be more content ? 
Would they feel any more resigned, 
Or think their Maker less unkind ? 

Man answers, yes, *tis all we ask ; 
Let us in sensual pleasures bs^k ; 
Let us of dsdnties have our fill ; 
Let love be cherish'd when it will : 
Let us no earthly comfort, need ; 
Nor toil our appetites to feed : 
Then, to complete the blissful store. 
Add endless health ; we ask no more. 

For creatures, what submission this. 
To ask no greater happiness ; 
To wish to be of nought possessed. 

But- just what passion likes the best : 

• Whether the planet of Venus was the queen of Cyprus or 
the goddess of love mentioned in the heathen mythology is t» 
the author unknown ; it answers his purpose, however, to make 
such a conjecture. 
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But they are sore that scenes like these 
Would long their restless temper please 
That they would take as much ddight 
As now they vainly think they might ? 
That they would not of these be cloy'd, 
And seek liew objects unenjoy'd ? 
Would not such restless hearts as theirf 
Then feel opprest beneath the stars : 
And crave the pini<His of the dove. 
To soar to' unknown worlds above ; 
Andy in the atherial wilderness. 
Search for a happier globe than this 
Then why of Providence complain 
Since there's no ill that men sustain. 
No dangers, troubles, pains, or cares. 
Bat best befit a race, like thei^. 
Since as much bliss on earth is stor'd} 
As boundless wisdom would afford^ 
Which mix'd with sorrow, toil, and fear^ 
Keeps man within his proper sphere ; 
,And bounds his proud, ambitious mind^ 
Within the compass heaven designed. 




> 
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X HEN, to the vision, I replied^ 
My friend, my unacquainted guide, 
Permit an inexperieacM youth, 
Who fain would search the field of truth, 
In his rude manner to inquire, 
Whence sprang this proneness to aspire ? 
Who sow'd those seeds of pride and lust, 
For which our hapless race are curst ? 
Could not the Almighty's power, display'd> 
Of man a different being made ? 
Why did he not prevent the fall, 
And thus immortalize us all ? 
Then man in uncorrupted state, 
EEad shun'd these desperate shafts of fate ; 
And free from every human wo, 
Had liv'd forever, 'here below. 
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Why not inquire, for justice sake, 
Whence sprang the lion*s savage make ? 
Why the great Fountain Head of love, , 
Made vultures differ from the dove ? 
Why it did not his wisdom suit, 
With reason, to Invest the brute ? 
If man's unjustly robb'd of bliss, 
Why not the creatures wrong'd in this ? 
Which, without reason for a guide, 
From nature never step aside ; 
Yet in this universal frfan, - ^ ; 
They share in wo as well as man. 

Had he whom nature first obey'd,' 

But one wrong calculation made f 

Then man might reasonably infer, 

That he in other things; might err ;: 

But who among youc ftte|^ trace 

Had sldll to search Jehovah's ways ? 

What mortal can extend -ijiis view. 

To scan the frame of nature through ; 

And view in all his work.» around 

Where imperfection may be found ? 
c 
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Shall' firaO, imperfisci niaiii inbpecl> 
The universal architect ; 
When all the wisdom that he sharea. 
Can scarce direct his own aflfdrs ? 
Can he with all his aelfeonceiti 
Erect a system more complete ? 
Can he a better plan dense^ 
To add more beautf to the skies I 
Otj at his pleasurey make the field 
A more luxuriant harvest yield ? 
* Could he, if all his art were spent, 

A being like himself invent I 
Or can his boasted skill create 
An insect of the smallest rate ? 
And when created has he power 
To furnish Ufe^ or breath an hour ? 
If not, why theft attempt to .scan 
The wisdom of that God who can ? 

* 

' It so'Ms out) that death and sin 
Have since the £dl of AdanA bden : 
That all the human race must die : 
For what ? the universal cry. 
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This none but God can teU, though true : 
Yet beasts Vnd reptiles perish too ; 
And all the fishes of the seas, . 
And why not man as well as these ? 
Why should this creature auuiy of right, 
Be Heaten's peculiar fiivourite ?- 
And from this natural curse escape^ 
More than the bullock or the ape ? 
Shall heaTen be partial to pn)tect 
Your race, because they stand erect? 
Since all in one a^winted way. 
Have bloom, meredian, and decay ; 
And if endowed with tife and breath. 
Are doom'd at last ta^uffer death X 

If all created beings share 
A universal Parent's care ;* 
Wherefore should man his grace dispute, 
Unless more worthy th stn the brute ? 
All grades below the human kind, 
Pursue'the paths by Heaven desig^'d x 
Nor need coercion, threats, or lawsy 
To serve the great Efficient C^use ; :- 
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Yet men, iUum'd by reason's'suv^ 
Directly to the leeward run ; 
Because their passions, lust, and pride, 
Will counteract tliis Heavenly guide ; 
And forthwith traverse to disgrace, 
Which proves a judgment to your race ; 
Which on themselves they execute ; 
And yet God's justice they dispute. 

And yet these ills, which men betide,. 
Seem, with their Irish to coincide ; 
Or else, while they God's grace deny, 
They must their miseries defy. 
The life of man is short, they say. 
Why wish the fieedng hours away ? 
Why months and years desire to miss, 
To grasp anticipated bliss ; 
And then, as future hopes unfold. 
Blame Heav'n, because they're waxing old ? 

Why is this earth with carnage gor'd ? 
If human frailty is deplored ; 
If men thus prize their life and breath, 
Why front the cannonade of death ? 
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Why should a stupid, ^ddy throng. 
Barter existence for a song ? 
Or with invetVate rage and spite, 
Butcher each other ^th d^ght ? * 
As though their Maker needs their M 
To kill the beings he has made ; 
And nature, &om a world so rough, 
Cannot de^iatch them fast enough* 

Did men the shafts of fate deplore, 
Would they not priae ttieir being more I 
Would not your race with Mtxious strife, 
Pursue a temp'rate course of life ^ # 

Or would they, like distracted ehxs, 
Clip its intalued thread themselves ? 
Would men thus wantonly desire 
To plunge in war*« destroctlre fire ; 
And life a freewill offering make, 

With BGHTct a pennyworth at stake ? 

« 
Do men, that life is short, ^ompladn. 

Why not liccntioosness restrain ? 

' • ... 

Why shorten this d^ightful blaze, 

By cleaving to pernicious ways ? 

c 2 



I 
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Why does the sot, without oontrouli 

Embrace the intoxkating bowU 

When reason teUs him to his face, 

It deals in ruin and disgrace ? 

Why docs the libertine, dispose 

With life and health, to please his sense ; ' 

Which sense, oft gratified, be knows> 

Must plunge him in a thousand woes ; 

All which must soon his frame deprave, 

And shortly bring him to the grave ? 

Have not mankind sufficient powers 

To shun whatever thus devours ? 
» 

And if they have, why murmur thus ? 

Since they their own existence curse. 

This is the truth of man's complaint ; 
*Tis a weak, flimsy, groundless feint ; - 
A vain pretence, by which they try 
T'impeach that power that reigns on bigh. 

They love their vices to pursue ; 
Though death they know attached thereto ; 
And «ince tlierein Ihcy thus delight^ 
They sanction every curse, as rights , " 
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Doubtless could sin, from wo be free, 
They'd all more readily agree : 
Yet since heav'n can't dispense with this, 
They like the compound, as it is ; , . . 

And rather than abandon vice, 
I^ife, health, and peace they'll sacrifice. 

And is this true, ye sons of pride ? 
Then lay pretended doubts aside ; 
With humble fortitude, tndure 
The effects of sin, till ye are pure ; 
And for the favours ye possessj 
Feel grateful more, but plead the less. 

Say not, that but for Adam's sin, 
Your race had all immortal been ; 
And ever shun'd fife's dreadful curse ; 
But say perhaps your lot were worse 
Than now it is : for *tis ihferr'd, 
That this event had ne'er occurred, 
Had not the great Etettial All, 
Foreseen it best that mun should fall : < 
How then M^ere men a happier race. 
Had no derangement e'er took place. 
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Knows man what would of course befell 
W^ra he not suffered to rebel ? 
ELnows he, that earth's stupenduous frame^ 
Had ever in e:i^stence came ? 
Or that his now important rank, 
Were not an everlasting blank t 
And that creation's boundless scene^ 
Had ever contemplated been ? 

Although by man ulhrealiz'd, 
Each plan is best that Heaven devisM : 
And this was one among the rest, \ 

That pleas'd superior wisdom best. ' 
Then why should man his Maker blame 
Ere he can comprehend his sdm ? 

Would man thus hastily impeach 
Whatever his reason cannot reach ; 
Then let him God*s last end eicpress, 
Why the great fish destroy the less ? 
Why wolves, because they have the powV, ' 
The harmless lambkinis may devour ^ 
Why each ftrodous beast of prey, 
May take inferior lives 'a\^ay ? 



— i 
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And why, with unreservM cbntroul, 
Man has deathwarrants for the whole ? 

And are the creatures for thy use, 
Thy slaves, to torture and abuse ? 
Were they designed by God the just, 
To be the victims of thy lust ? 
Then in his justice ill displayed, 
(Since men were for his glory made) 
Although he should such scourges send 
As best contribute to that end ? 

Would men God's justice thus deny,. 
In all, they know no reason why : 
Then the whole system, tho' complete. 
Must all with human censure meet ; 
Nor H0, for sulTf ing man to &11, 
Blam'd more than for creating all. 
Say, in this universal round, 
Is ought but mystVy to be found ? 
Does not this earth, and all things here, 
One vast p&enomenon appear ? 
And caii your reason comprehend 
How it bcfgan, w how *twilJ did ? 
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And 18 this a presumptioii stroii|^ 
That all tlungs are created wrong •' 

What if the great first cause should deign 
To shew the justice of his reign ? 
And Jiis designs to man expose : 
Whence all this seemfag discord rose.? 
Why pestilenti^ vi^rs rise ? 
Why lightnmg flashes round the skies ? 
Why tempests, with resistless force, 
Bear down the forest in their course f 
Why JtAna bursts with vengefol ire. 
And drowns the vale with liquid fire I 
Why subterraneous fluids boundf 
Oft undermine the solid ground^ 
And plunge, with one destmctire si^p^* 
Extensive countries in the deep ? 
Could men but know what they require i 

y 

Whence sprang inordinate desire ; 
How sin got footing here below $ 
And why the system's fraught with wo ; 
Could they these mysteries all expound s 
Bay, what adTSnH^ would redound i 
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Could mcii) with loiowledge thus arra)^*d 
The subtile darts of death e^ade ? 
Could they, by some msidious spell) 
This tyrant from the earth expel ; 
And make him, with entire defeat, 
Stalk back to his infernal seat ? 
Could they, in vigour*, health, and prime, 
Shun the impairing hand of time ; 
And here> in spite of nature's doom, 
Be 'stablisfa'd m immortal Uoom ? 
Would they sufficient Imowledge share 
To purify a poisonM air ? 
To make unceasing zephyrs blow 
Round this distempered world of wo ; 
And mth the health inspiring breeze. 
Prevent the havock of disease ? 

Or were these secrets thus disclosed ; 
Would man to heaven be less opposM ? 
Would tiis rebellious heart bo still, 
And copy more his Maker's will ? 
Not for this ; the human heart 
Needs no such knowledge, pow'r or, art, 



\ 
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To know the great Creator's justi 
Tho' men are prone to pride and lust : 
For come these vices as they would, 
One tmth is clear, that God is good ; 
And since he suffers sin and wo, 
Wherefore, conoenis not man to know. 
This much can reason ascertain ; . 
That one Almighty Cause must reign : 
That boundless power and wisdom too, 
First brought this system into view i 
• That one allcomprehending soul, 
Still makes the wheel of nature roll : 
That in a we41 directed line, 
'Twill meet the Author's last design : 
And that to wisdom infinite, • 
Ail £nite beings must submit* 

And further too, can reason tell. 
Since men were suffer'dto rebel, 
That this depravity of man, 
Is couch'd in Heaven's unerring, plan ; 
And that the God who reigns on.high^ 
Will glorify himself therf. by i .. . 



'. 



But how 'twiD to this obfcct tend, 
Not man bdow can comprehend; 
For Heaveoi with modres just and wne. 
Has hid this prospect finom his ejfcs. 
Enough) that human beings know 
That xhej are stalioo'd here below : 
That wheDjthis system first b^an. 
Earth was the theatre of man : 
That he has but and equal mind 
To act the part by heaven aaugn*d : 
That power to see what God's coDoeal'd, ■ 

Lies not within his narrow fidd : 
That heaven t' inform is not oblig'd 
(Tho* men its justice have besicg'd) 
Why death ^nd m the worid pervade} 
M(»e than why men at afl were made ; 
Or why a God so great and vnsey 
Created serpents, worms, or flies. 

Since then, weak man, thon'rt not endowed 
With skill to pierce this mystic ckiod ; 
Give all these useless scruples o^ety 
An4 the great Judge of aH adore. 
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Reflect that God, wkh sldU divine. 
Pursues one uhiform design : 
T\f2Li he, for some i^ise end, unkiiown 
Conceals the counsels of his throne : 
And though four race his ways indite, 

V 

The universe is govcm'd right. * 

The word of God doth plainty shoWy 
What most concerns mankind to |:now. 
This is the compass heaven bestow'd. 
To steer thro' life's bewUder'd road ; 
* To make the path of duty bright ; 
To set each wand'ring pilgrim rif^t ; 
To mark each &tal pit of sin, 
Ere heedless mortals tumble in ; 
And if ittf dictates men pursue. 
There's nothing more on eart£ to do. 

*Tis not for men,^ while station'd here, 
To rise above' their proper sphere : 
Tis not required of them to scan • 
What lies beyond the bounds of man : 
There's no necessity, in£n6> 
. That human beings should divine 
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What ekments compofie the sun : « 

MThether ^ere *s S7stem9 more thaotjone : 

Whether the comets they behold, 

That move at random, uncont3X)urd 

In ether'aboundle^ wlldemess, 

Wert once revolving world% lili^ this : 

Whether the phoets, (as 'tis thought^) 

Ate all inhaUt^ or not : 

Whether ambition, death and pain, 

In those hx distant reg^s reigu : 

Whether the mansion of despair. 

Is in the sun, or moon, or where : 

Whether Heaven, in some etherial spot, 

Js locally confined, or not. 

Nor more ire men obliged to tpwV, 
In moral things, beyond their power. 
'Tis not their task, wlule here below, 
The secrets of their God to know. 
How He, whose grace was infinite. 
Could moral evil, thus permit ; 
How far this evil must extend, 
T* encompass the Almighty's end ; 
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And what great end, the God on higit 
Designs to bring about thereby. 
These secrets, if men understood^ 
Are not essential to their good ; 
For if they were, th' unerring cause 
Would manifest these hidden laws ; 
And from insatiate human eyes, 
Draw the dark curtain of disguise. 

These mysteries, while they're unknown; 
Make men to admiration prone : 
Yet wera the mystic gloom dispellM, 
They'd be indifferently beheld ; 
And could men trace the system through) 
They'd less appreciate what they knew* 
Hence, should the Heay'ns to man rehearse 
The groundwork of the universe ; 
Could such proud beings, as your race. 
The boundless field of nature trace : 
Were the whole fabric all disclos'd ; 
Each part, foi* what ; and how composed ; 
Could men, thu^ scan creation o'er, 
They'd cease to wonder or adore : 



Each different scene in Nature's plany 
Would be &miliariz*d to man ; 
WhoflushM with arrogance and pride^ 
Would soon their origin deride ; 
And see but little skill display'di 
In all the objects he surveyed* 

Thus God, who etery creature knowi^ 
On mansufficbnt light bestoikS) 
The path of duty to explore ; * 

And having thiS) he needs no more. 

God's government unll have its coursei 

In spite of all created force s 

And were men blest with greater light» 

TheyM make no hair more black or white : 

Death is their unevastve lot» 

Whether they ie<l rea^'d or not : 

^isibttuaes) with disease, and pain,* 

Win ever In this world remain : 

And casual iacidcfita wUI be, 

Which human wisdom can't foresee. 

All these fisasteis men must feel ; 

They're rivetted in Nature's wheel ; 

cS 
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Each fk>ws in its appointed vein ; 
Nop murm'ring will their course restrain. 
Yet thote, would men but practise right»* 
Would feel comparatively fight ; 
And they woukl shun a list -of woes, 
Which from their pride and folly flow» ; 
Which did they truly estimate. 
Are more than those impos'd by fate; 
Then why not this, the betten way* 
To scruple less and more obey ; 
For men to own- their Maker just, 
And strive to mortify their lust t 
To curb ambition, rage, and strife t 
To add more happiness to life ; 
And since their weak, imperfect mind^ 
Know not Jehovah's vast deigns ; 
Since they're a deep, vmfathom'd plan ; 
Let Him be God, and man be man. 

* Those viho inquire how the^ must practice, thus to miti- 
gate the natural evils of life, may take pattern by the prophet 
Habakkuk, iii. IT. Such a resigned temper as he expressed^ 
will lead to a tenour of c«aduct that will gain the approbation of 
•W8cicnce,which,ifcontinued,wiU buoy the soul above ihe waves 

^L'^Z'^^Tvr^^ edge of misfortune, and almost con>m 
misenes of Ufe into acenes of ciuoyment and satisfaction. 
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JTxERE) then I ventured to inquire ^ 
If Nature has the best attire ; 
If all, haraioniousl^r is made, 
Wherefore is blame to mortals laid f 
If the whole system is complete, 
Why does not pride, revenge, deceit, 
With all the crimes that men commit, 
Somewhere in Nature's drama fit I 
If so, why not a fatal need, 
Of every good or evil xleed ? 

To answer this, the Shade replies : 
To find where blame, or duty lies, 
Let this belief be rooted strong, 
That the Most High has done no wrollg : 
That sin, or moral evil it: 
That they are not a iault of His : 
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That He, though infinitely wisct 
No better systehi could devise : 
That this, since by his wisdom wrought. 
Were better to exist than not ; 
Because, th^t in no better way, 
Could he his attributes dtsplajr. 
That does He, life, and being grant, t 
From angels, downward to the ant ; 
Then in this intermediate space, 
One grade must fit the human race : 
That man had never fiU'd this grade, 
4f he had dififtrently been made : 
^ That he, (if organiz'd complete,) 
Must have a body, head, and feet ; 
And every property partake. 
Essential ta the htiman make* 

There must be eyes to him assijj^n'dy 
- To form a compass for the mind ; 
Yet tills does not tiie mind control, 
To covet/ all the eyes behold, 
^an too, with hsinds must be supplied^ 
V An honest living to provide ; 
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« 

Tet reason, kence, no Inference quotesj 
That they should cut each other's throatft. 

For life, 'tis likewise understood. 
There must be appetite, and food ; 
Yet this can no just cause supplf, 
Why men should surfeit till they die. 

Your species must be qualified 
' With innate properties beside.* 
Modves must actuate the race ; 
Love must mcline them to embrace ; 
Disgust and hatred, to reject ; 
Fear to deter, andio jn-otect ; 
Judgment, to draw conclttsiona clear ; 
And hope, to make them persevere* 

If void of these to sdmolate, 
The mind could ne'er prepoodimite. 
Man, must of coaseqiBene^ have been 
A dolS insensible, maclune, 
Void of acdvity or thought, 
Unless a mincle were wvooght ; 
And this ought make a stone or tree, 
Both think and act as wai as be* 
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PfopcAait^ numkindy no doubt 
MuH Iav9, and can't subaUt without : 
Yet they} their rightful <:ourse can hen4 ; 
And basely lyrQdUtule their end* 

Men can loye what ther should despi^l) 2 

« 

Virtue ba ioeihacMB in their eyea « 

They can b^ aUxioualy in fi^ai^ 

When there V not aign of danger nieajp; . > I 

Judgment, mi^ Uend ^kb prejudietji 1 

And hopQ» be bent m aenaual bUns^ . 

However strange to man it seeiQi^ 
There 's room foridA theae widia f».tr«io«» ; 
He can }m^ vw^allKWita atroAg) 
To practiie righly or prdcliae wrong t 
He can be pleitaMi or can bi ^e:i^d» 
And no fatali^ annei^'d^ 

Nor ykVd by reaacmi i% it atrange 
That what is mut^jde ahouU change ; 
That passions thua should meet abuBe>. 
Although of npiesi eaaenlial u»e.; 

V 

Since they this properly have got> 
Of being TOiMLppBed or net 
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4 

That man, placed in a world like thisy 



(And he could no Where else exist) 

4 

Widi sefisual objects to i^iirey 
Without which» tife bould hot endure ; 
With power to change and proititatey 
Whateyer doth his being suit $ 

» • 

With nothing to confine his will^ 
. To choose the good^ or afaunthe ill ; 
« With opportunities to stray ; 

I 

% 

Forever rushing in lus way ; 
That he thus delicately plac'd. 
Should be corrup^d in his tastCf 
' And from his pHstine virtue &II9 
Cannot be wonder'd at, at aU s 
But then^ at that eventfiA hour. 
If he had jequal light and powery 
To know the law his God enjoin'd, 
And keep it, had he b^en india'd ; 
As he was known to disobeys 
Motive must lead his mind astray ; 
Objects must first produce this bent, ^ 

Which nothing natural could prevent ; 



J' * 
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And were hq stopped in his career^ 

Supernal force must interfere ; 

Which force, tho' Hearen could well effect 

Man had no reason to expect ; 

For, if a miracle had beeni 

And first prevented man from sin ; 

He, thus restrained and oyercamey 

Would merit neither praise nor blame. 
Thus man, an evil being is, 

Not from a fault of God's, but his ; 
Not out of dire necessity \ 

Nor by a rivetted decree ; 

Nor yet because the Almighty thought 

'Twere better he should sin, than not, ^ 

Could he a better way find out 

To bring the general good about 

But man of virtue was bereft, ^ 

Because he to himself wad left : 

He from a voluntary choice, 

Did disobey his Maker's voice ; 

And plung'd'into a wretched state, 

Without the helping hand of fate. 
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poub^ss the grea^ First Cause ^d know. 
How it would turn with man below : 
That partSy essential to his lifei 
Must with his interest be at strife ; 
That such entidng objects nmnd^ 
Would run his feeble barqu9 aground ; 
And that, if he were made at ally 
He would inevitably falL 
Yet man, he knew, a being, meet 
To make his system out complete ; 
And if admitted into it, . 
Would be a mutual benefit. 

If such a beingy then» aa man, 
Was needed in the Almighty's plan. 
This question next, of course, occurs, 
Did God do right to make him thus ? 
If men, that he did not, contend, 
Then here this mighty cause must end ; 
And they be in suspense and doubt, 
Till heaven shall prove the matter out. 

But if Almighty God did just. 
In thus creating man at first. 
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T%& retean, may tUs in^rence dnl^ 
That he itilght imd)imi b)r a law : 
That unce he thuis was bound, 'tis plaihy 
That he firom etil codd tcfeiin j 
And that he had sufBcient.inigfat, 
Either to practhie'wrofig, or right. 
That if this once the case has been> 
It must be now, as well as then : 
S Men now can ct>n<iuer pnde and Ktet} 
As well as Adam couid^tlirst : 
And though his &11 is muth bewaiPd, 
No power or duty -Vras curtails ; 
Nor are his jfrogeiJy ckcusHi, 
Because his trust was thus abub*d. 

Why should the human race, at iarjffe, 
Impute their vice to Ailafn's dtarge ? 
Pid he, to ma!ke his dtildrdn'stray. 
Hereditary fotce cbntey ? 
Must they pursue a path foi^d, 
Barely, because their father did ? 
Do not their hearts, for evfei^ act, 
Or self-approof, 6r gum fedritract ? - 
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Do they not feel, tl^ift aB thek: deeds, 
From voluntary cholpe proc^ I 
Or, are they, by o^ore &tal nteans, 
Compeird to disaips^ed scenes ? 
Does dire nece^i^y constrain 
To take the Wtne of God in vain ? 
Must men the Sahhath day dj^sipi^rd^ 
And filial duty di3i:eg;ard ? 

Is every diabolical crime 

That interrupts, from time to tU)»e» 

The peace; and harmony of states 

The work of overruling &tes ? 

Does God by his resistless handt 

Thus, his own orders countermand ? 

If so, these crimes must all appear, 

And why should justice interfere ? 

Why sholud the governmental lash, 

With human destination clash^ 

And scourge the colprk for his blame, 

When he was fbrc'd to do Uie same I 
Might not, said I, tUs power sublimey 

Determine both the scourge and crioM* 
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And) in his providential plan, 
Fix every pumsbment of man? ' 

Then law, which, does this task fulfily 
Serves but to execnte his willf 
Say further h'kewise, if thou durst, 
That Heaven with mortals deals unjust i 
That God's a tyrant at his heart, 
Inflicting psdn without desert ; 
Say man (by* this fallacious rule) 
Is a blind ign'rant, passive fool ; 
Drove by capricious power supreme, 
Like a dull horsS, or sen^less team \ 
Chastis'd with merciless abuse; 
Which answers Heaven's despotic use ; 
And when his tragic scene does close, 
With silkworms, to oblivion goes. 
' Yet all this philosophic doubt, 

Ne'er proves this fatal system out ; 
Reason, although a feeble light, 
Disowns this proposition right : 
Mankind^ uninfluenc'd by decrees, 
Can do theij? duty if they please j 
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And when thef counteract the saaie> 

They know tc^ foel tbemselTcs to hlftttie* 

Your rac», |h^ thw crimes enat. 

Have power to ponder nod deaist : 

If this is not the Cftsc indeed. 

From what qi» innste shsjne proceed i 

When blood clandestmcdy is spilt) 

What loads the murd'rer*s heart wiUi goUt ? 

Why, if coinpeird by fatal strife, 

To rob another ef his life, 

Ere it has come tp puUic view, 

Ere legal vengeance does pursue, 

Why does his guilt disturb his ttMty 

Till he the horrid deed confess, 

And yield th^t Hfe a sacrifice, 

t 

Which he might shelter in disguise ? 

Why does the consckaice smittei^thkf, 

Start at the rustling of a kaf ;. 

And of his shadow b« afraid, 

If fate compels; hka to his trade ? ^ 

And say, is de$tiny in fear 

Of being aj^rebendfd lierc, 
Z2 
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That it should thus evade the lightf 
And make men pilfer out of sight ? 

Thus here rests this illgrounded suit, 
' Commenc'd by motlals, to refute 
The justice of th' Almightf "s aiiDf 
And screen our evil rate from biame.^ 
If they are forc'd to do amissi 
No rules of right or wrong exist ; 
If they their vices must pursue^ 
Then down with law, and gospel too ; 
Destroy each system of control^ 
That bars the passions of the soul ; 
Say life's attenuated span^ 
Concludes the destiny of man ; 
Blot out both vice and virtue's road i 
All civil punishments explode ;. 
No future judgment apprehends 
And see where man's career would end 

Yet should it prove to t>e ji fact 
That men are free to will and act f 
Should it appear, for pride and lust, 
That God can punish and be just ; 
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Then is a time, inferred from hence, 

or universal recompence ; 

When man, though worms his frame devour. 

Shall rise by supemal'ral power, 

And burst the confines of the tomb, 

To hear a just, and final doom. 

If so , beware, presuming; youth, 

How you deny this sacred truth ; 

How you impute your crimes to fate, 

Lest you God's justice implicate ; 

And falsely charge his righteous Throne, 

With what you then will blush to own. 

What, tho* thou canst not comprehend 
How duty and foreknowledge blend ; 
Wilt thou in unbelief persist. 
And say, that both cannot exist ? 
Why not as just, thy faithless heart. 
Deny its intellectual part. 
Since none can know, by reason^s light. 
How soul and body can unite ? 

If thou dost sacred truth revere, 
Keep reason in its proper sphere ; 
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Lay vain philosophy aside ; 
Take revelation for a guide ^ 
Nor let your race its truth ^pute. 
Till there's a better substitute. 

Then I replied— -what need of tj^, 
To find out truth or happiness ? 
Does reason not its light afford^ 
To teach how God should be adorM ? 
Does it not every duty show. 
And tell men- all they need to know ? 

Reason's a most invahied prize, 
And so 's the blessing of the eyes f 
Yet both of little use are foundi 
Where there 's no light reflected round* 
If nought but this, point duty out, 
Nature rs one dark field of doubt ; 
And man devoid of guide or rule. 
Blunders through life, and dies a fooL 

What dire examples have been sho^wnn, 
Where revelation ne'er was known j 
Where Nihen had no instruction, save 
What the dim light of Jiature gave : 
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There you behold how reason's lights 
^ Makes men distinguish wrong from right ; 
How children from religious aims^ 
Have been devoted to the flames ; 
How rea&on, to atone for sin^ 
Has taught to lacerate the skin ; 
To hanger, thirst, and oft to ^e, 
To pacify the powers on high.* 

In India, taught by reason's light. 
When death desolves the marriage rite. 
Those partners, who their spouse survive, 
Plunge in the £tre, and bum alive ;t 
Thinking, should they therewith dispense, 
The God they serve would take oifence, 
And for apbstacy like this. 
Would spurn them from the realms of bliss. 

Reason instructs the Chinese poor. 
Who scarce a liring can procure, 

* This doctriae was promolgajted by Confucius, a le^sUtbr 
of China, who lived 479 years before the Christian era ; to con- 
firm which, it is said, that he retired froro govemment, shut 
himself up in a cave, and abstained from food till he starved 
to death. 

t Univ. Geog. abridged.... page 383. 



Their kmpiit otSspmi t^iemwfs* 
Thai they UifmBdvM may Uiaa cp9JAr« 
And hare a cooii^teiicey k^aj4ih 
For their male iasue tq^ proTidt* 

The Tartars, witb thw light a«ray'4« 
C^onvert their daught^vf w^ ^^a^f. ^ 
They 're bartei:'^ like itmmfirml tb«ig[a & 
Some to be mislreasesof iHBga} 
Others^ of an inferior ratey 
Are bought hf r^ifiiBteipft q{ atalei 
And other pageuata of a ecmrtf 
To be the yasaala of ihri? sport % 
They're staple artides. at leaat 
In the TasteDapirei of the eaat^ 
Which ever)' nobleman must own^ 
To scatter pleaaure round a throne* 

Tho' theaa such desp^i^te things pvojeet} 
They all have reason, to direct^ 
♦ynlvar. Geog. p. 3^6, , 

t Ibid. sra. 

♦ Here, the fbUowers of resMNi, will probsUy naj^a tbeie 

^I^I'rw"^*' ^*'* '^*^*^t»ntheabovementionedcountriw,-4bi» 
wauibie guide has been s^preat by ^raony^ and supersUtHTO. 



And tbink) (tho' thef themselTes dthide) 

That truth said dUtf ave pursued. 

Besid6B, where fie'er Ckxl's^irard ppemAsj > 

The boasted right o£ reaion fails 

In undeltabing to define 

The attribut69( of power divine. 

Errors, on this important theme. 

Are built as bsodess as a dream. 

«> tbkt It could not peHbrm the office by mdare snigned. 2d« 
mat ophiions atid pmctices prevail in Christendovi, whicih aff« 
eqttftUy exc^tionabte to those «ibove reoited. To the first 6f 
these It !« answered, that if reason is an unerring guide to 
tmth and happiness, it must have deserted its post, or men in 
the early stages of these ^Tcmments, must have be«n too in. 
di7f<n*knt to their true interests to be detfided by it ; otherwise, 
oppression and bigotry, with the prejudices that have resulted 
from them, could never have been bo thoroughly established \ 
and Were these to be efTectually rooted from the world by the 
regenerating inflaenee of modem phHosdphy, mankind pos* 
^essrhg uniform propensities in all ages and climates, would be 
likely {if they Escaped these) to embrace other prejudices which 
^ould terminate !n the like fatal conse<^uenees. To the second 
remaiic H !s readily acknowled^d, that 'the Bible, like all other 
be^eflcta:! in«tltntions, cftn be, and has been shamefblly pervert- 
ed to atfsw^r the vifres Of the designing and crafty. This per- 
version, at the first, iftust hlive originated fh>m two principal 
tadses Which are, 1st, a distrust of the main body of the peo- 
ple fn <heirOWn,and an absolute dependence on the judfment 
6f ecclesiastical Ipfrofessors, re^pectingthe true intrepretation of 
the rfcti'pttires ;' and 9tHy. ifh)Vn 'the advanUges which such pro- 
fessors have taken of such a credulity and dependence. In this 
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Nadont by artificial rulesy 
Forge out their deities with tools ; 
Or else at boasted reason's nod. 
Translate some reptile to a god. 

This compass too, from time to time^ 
Varies with every age and clime : 
In Egypt, men, like senseless blocks, 

Believ'd their Maker was an ox : 

nsnner, the most pernicious errors, both in fidth and practice 
hfty^ been introduced into countries professing Christianity. 
The people believed the bishop of Rome to be the successor 
of St. Peter, without examining into the ground of his preten. 
nons; they thought, because his character was sacred, he 
could not possess a disposition to delude them ; and relying on 
his integrity ,they yielded to him the exclusive authority to gov- 
ern the church. Invested with this power he retrenched the 
circulation of the scriptures, pretending that the ignorant would 
- prejudice their eternal interests by their misinterpretation. In 
this situation but little benefit could accrue to society from 
divine revelation. The decisions of the pope, were said by 
(umself, to be infallible in all spiritual concerns, and the public 
deprived of the scriptures had not sufficient evideiuse to prove 
tOi the contrary. In this way he established a temporal domin. 
ion, and converted not only the religious credulity of men, 'but 
their crimes and wickedness into a profitable revenue to 
strengthen and support it. Past crimes, by paying tribute- 
might be remitted ; and future ones indulged, by which, with 
otiier religious impositions, he extended his spiritual empire 
over tlie greatest part of Europe, which could never be effected, 
had not the light of reveUition been previously circumscribed. 
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The Persians, blest with reason's ray, 
To Mithra did their homage pay ; 
And sought t' avert his dreadful ire, 
By sacrificing to the fire : 
The Pagans, of a later time, 
Knew little more of power sublime ; 
Their reason taught them to suppose 
Some god for evity thing that grows. 
There, in their sacerdotal list, 
Unnumber'd deities exist. 
Of every graduated rank. 
Without an intervening blank. 
From Jove, who thunders thro* the skies, 
Down to the deity of flies. 

To these, they likewise" did annex, 
Stature, complexion,, shape, and sex. 
They thought, by reason's partial view, 
That Gods, like human beings grew ; 
That they of senses were possest ; 
That they were rational at best ; 
That those Almighty powers above, 
pid, with each odier fall in love ; 

F 
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And rear a progeny divinet 
In nature's procreating line. 

As seen by reason's glimmering Iwpt 
Some godS} of this celestial stamps 
Full oft would amorously embrace 
The daughters of the human race ; 
Which procesS) made a numerous list 
Of implicated gods exist ; 
Whose pow'rS) though partially decrea^'d^ 
Were half omnipotent at least. 

Thus here you readily ei^plore, 
What reason taught in days of yore ; 
How (counter to its modem strain,) 
It taught, that numerous gods did reign } 

4 

That these, in reason's accurate scale^ 
Like men, were nwtable and fr^il ; 

. That they were partial and unjust ; 
That hatred, envy, rage^ and lust. 
Ambition, cruelty, a|jd fraud, 

- Were all thfe attributes of God : 
That the* these pow'rs were tho't divine, 
iorne, from necessity would join ; 



^^WHVPW 
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Others^ of boundless pow'r possesti 
Were subjugated by the rest. 
And as the ancients were apprized, 
For their rebelUon, were chastis'd ; 
Thus Jupiter, incensed with wrath, 
KickM hiS' own son from Heav'n to earth. 
Where he, with subterraneous fire, 
Forged bolts of thunder for his sire. 
Doctrines, thus ludicrous and odd, 
Mankind hare broach'd, concerning God 
All- which were taught by reason's' light 
Yet sure they cannot all be right. 
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PART FOtTRTH. 

xXT this, I ask'dy-is injurf done, 
To say there's twenty gods, or One ? 
What matter, if men are sincere, 
How many deities they fear ? 
Whether they re\'rcnce Three in On^ 
Or pay their homage to the sun ; 
Or worship Apis, Jove, or Baal, 

« 

. Or own no deity at all ? 

Of what avail religious creeds, 
If men are honest in their deeds ? 
If they'll not lie, nor cheat, nor steal, 
Nor interrupt the public weali 
If they the gen'ral good pursue. 
What more have mortals here to do ? 

Why stick at falsehood, theft, Or fi-aud ? 
If men may disbelieve a God, 
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And their professions be sincerei 
Prajr tell me what they have to fear ? 
If this belief be rooted firm) 
Duty must seem a senseless term ; 
And men, with passions to entice^ 
May range the crooked maze of vice, 
Till life's contingent scene' is clos'd, 
Like tapers to the wind expos'd. 

*Tis fiauth in one All-Seeing Eye, 
That makes mankind themselves deny : 
That does licentiousness control ; 
^ That curbs the proud, rebellious soul ; 
And did your race, this thought; forego, 
No bounds to ^olence below ; 
Not conscience, nor the world's applauS4^ 
Nor magistrates, nor civil laws ; 
Nor monarchs, with despotic frown. 
Could keep the tide of folly down. 

Were men to trust to fate, or chance; ' . 

They'd soon to anarchy advance j 
That faithful monitor within. 
No more would chide mankind for sin. 

73 



M SHADE OF PLATO. 

Your race, to vice would fly betimes, 
Nor feel responsible for crimes ; 
Society's essential wall) 
Before depravity would fall; 
Honor and shame would have an end ; 
Evil and good promiscuous blend ; 
Justice, and truth, the earth forsake, 
And lust, unbounded havoc make* 
And if no God presides at helm, 
O'er nature's universal realm, 
(Since human life is brief and frail> 
And men their destiny bewail,) 
'Tis best for your unhappy race. 
That peace, to rapine should give place ^ 
That man, to shun stem fate's abuse. 
Should turn ferocious passioas loose> 
Till a sad race, to wo attached, 
Are to non-entity dispatch'd* 

Did not divinity appear 
Within the mental hemisphere j ' 
Did it not shine with radiant light. 
In reason's short contracted sight ; 
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Did not the whole creation round. 
With marks oFDeity abound, 
Then might your race be justified, . 
To set this common faith aside. 
But now^ to 6wn no God on high, 

« 

Men both their sight and sense deny, 
And do a baseless plan erect. 
Which their own reason must rejects 
The truth of energy divine, 
Forces conviction on the mind. 
And Its own confirmation draws, 
From every operating cause ; 
In every age, in every <:lime, 
Mankind have own'd a Power Sublime, 
And all Divinity adored. 
Although in different forms explored. 

Yet plain as is this sacred truth. 
It seems in modem days uncouth ; 
And now in reason's boasted school, 
Is lash'd with boundless ridicule ; 
Now human wisdom Tain would prove, 
That there's no God who rules above ; 
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That all this boundless universe^ 
Was once a huge ungovem'd mass ; 
A vast, stupendous whirligigs 
Dancing to one eternal jig) 
Till by an accident, outright, 
Matter on matter chanc'd to light ; 
Substance, from one confused storm^ 
All rush'd to embr^otic fyna, 
And chaos, once convuls'd ^ith jars, 
Produced the sun, and moon, and stars, 
And this terraqueous planet here, 
Without a God to interfere. 

And are these philosophic rules ? 
Then tell me, ye enlightened fools, 
Whether an accidental case, 
Could balance worlds in empty space. 
And bound their course thro' ether*s realiii^ 
Without a pilot, or a helm. 
Say, when this system first begun, 
Did accident illume the sun ? 
Did some combustible, by chance, 
O'er iti extended surface^ glance ; 
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And by a fortuitous blazC} 

Kindle its inexhausted rays ? 

Say, if by chance, the rolling spheres 

Could measure-months, and days, and years ; 

And down, tlirough time's deceitful tract, 

Mark out division, so exact ? . 

Did chance produce thee ? reasoning elf, 

A maze, a wonder to thyself, . 

A being, found of size' and shape, 

Unlike the elephant, or ape ; 

Or stone, or tree, or spire of grass,' 

Only because it came to pass ?. 

Did it require no skill, nor aim, 

To organize thy curious frame ? 

To form the texture of the skin, 

And make thy blood to flow within ? 

Art thou, vain man, with reason drest ? 

Is there reflection in thy breast ? 

Art thou with sight, and senile endow'd, 

And yet no God by thee allow'd ? 

As well might thy. prepost'rous race, 

Deny the sun's meridian- blaze, 
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Wlule its refulgeijt beams df light, i 

Dazzle the organs of tfaait sight. 

And yet all men, i^rho hitheftOy ^ 
Have thought Ais sacred doctrine tfu^ ; 
Are call'd In pMlosophic schools, 
Consummate hjrpocrites, or fools. 
Thitt fiiith, they say, ttom earKest dat6, 
Has been the hobby horse W state ; 
Ambition's bugbear, plac'd on high, 
To fright the mulUtudfe thereby ; 
That feai^ and strpersfiiion, since 
Hayebeen its patrons and defbnce. ^ 
This project fermld by ancifent sleight, 
They now intend to britig to light ; 
,They*ve lately found that Chufth and state, 

On human weakness speculate ; 

f 

That all religion id a cheat, 

Founded in av Vice and deceit ; 

The craft of subtile priests, at best. 

To spunge a living from the rest ; j 

That what the scriptures do reheat^e, 

l8 but a temporary farce, 
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By mercenary views design'd) 
To awe the low and vulgar mind ; 
That those, who with assiduous strife^ 
Make them the compass of their lifey 
And square their conduct by their rules,. 
Are all infatuated £x)Is ; 
Who for a future wprld of bUss, ^ 

Have too much care to live in this. 

Nor is this all th* important news : 
They^ve found by critical reviews, 
TJiat civil law is but a snare, 
Which kings and ministers prepare ; » 
A cunning, unsuspected plan, 
To cramp the liberties of man ; 
. That prohibition, and control, 
Obstruct the genius of the soul, 
Which wGuld, did they not interfere, 
To freedom and perfection steer : 
That men, tho' some appear forlorni^ 

» 

Are on one equal platform born ; 
And therefore have an equal claim, 
To power, and property, and fame : 
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That the dear tie, 'twixtmaii and wife^ 
The strongest ligament of life, 
Is but an arbitrary measure^ 
To rob the species of their pleasure : 
That children, (if they run alon^) 
Are young republics of their own ; 
And may, if they are not contrord^ 
Know all the world, at ten years did. 

That human nature thus is pent, 
These new philosophers, resent ; 
They now, with much affected grace, 

Profess t* avenge an injur*d race ; 

And from the chains of bigotry, 

To set deluded nations free. 

To bring this glorious plan about, ' 

Religion must be rooted out ; 

Habits, which ages past have formed, 

Must from their citadel be storm'd ; • 

Tra.dition must be overthrown ; 

And reason guide the world alone ; 

Distinction must be melted down ; -^ 

And heads struck off that wear a crown ; 
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^Philosophy, with getiid Tajr^ 

Must sweep all prejudice away : 

PareiitS) for children, not their own, v 

To equal kindness must be prone ; 

Partial aFection for a friend, - 

With universal love niust l^lend ; 

And ey'ry class beneath the sun, 

Be! all cemented int» one. 

Farther,^''ds necdfi;! to remove^ 

That old embargoj laid on love ; 

Embarrassments must all recede, ' ' 

That do the bliss of 'man impede ; 

Sexes, promiscuous, must unite. 

No matter wh^^er black or white^ 

Civil^ifft^savige^; ev^ry kinfi^ i .i ^. 

In one vast family coftibih'd $ - . ' ' /. r-- 

* 
Devoid of every selfish 'iicws * ' 

Must mingle blood, and interest too ; ^ 

All treasures from the east to west, 

By every son of man possessed, 

This renovatiiig class must reap. 

And pile in one enormous heap ; 

-. « - 
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Where iiufividuals can repairi 
- And each one draw their equal th^rc ; 
That rich, «nd poor, in erery land, 
May on an equal footing stand ; 
Houses, of every size and ratei 
(Since some are small, and some are grcity 
, And some above the rest aspire,) 
Must be devoted to the fire ; 
Respecting landf, this spacious ball, 
Must be the property of iill» 
And form one vast extensive park, 
Defac'd of every local mark ; 
A common lot, vrhere all manlundy 
May ramble free and onconfin'd. 

'Tis said, that when their gracious phfi) 
Has thus regenerated man ; ^ 

Whene'er the fiery trial's throughi 
His injurVl race will prick anew.; 
That made, by Ta9t esperience, wise^ 
They'll then begin to mind fbdr eyes, 
And will, in future times, beware^ 
i« /To shun ambitioai's fatal snare : 
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That after man is thus releasMi 
Oppression will forever cease ; 
No more shall impositions base^ 
Cramp the bright genius of the race ; 
Reason, the only guide to own 9 
Will build an everlasting throne} 
And by her true unerring lights 
Will the whole world be guided right. 

Mankind, will then, so subtile grow, 
They'll get the upperhand of wo ; 
The art of healing, now unknown^ 
Will then to all the world be shown ; ^ 
Your race, will find a sovereign cure. 
For each disease they now endure ; 
^ill vers'd in mecUcine complete, 
Death and the Devil they'll defeat ; 
And having t>nce obtsun'd a birth, 
Will be immortal here on earth. 

When H/men's waD is broken down, 
In numbers too, they'll more abound ; 
For males and females will embrace, 
Nor stick at colour, time, or place. 
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Men will be born, but never die 'r 
Pray think how &st the'll multiply ;• 

Then in this glorious reign of peace>. 

•- 

Will men so rapidly increase^ 

That in a cent'ry^ less» or more^. 

This earth will all be peopl'd o'er f 

Andeome (if all remain aliye) ' 

Must swarm from this, their native hivc> 

And in aerial transports fly^ "^ 

To settle other worlds on highv 

BesideS) in these mill«mial/tiiQes>. 
Mankind wmnot be prone to crimes;: 
This earth no culprits will prbduce^ ■« 
Prisons will then be out of use ; 
All courts and laws be set aside ;^ 
Selfihterest rooted out, and pride ; 
Each inctividual of the race, 
Win know and keep, his pcoper place ;, 
And, for the universal weal^ 
Will put a shoulder to tlie wheel. 

Next, after pride does thus remove. 
When the whole wee cement in love ;. 
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When all) with boundless friendship bum* 
The golden ages will return. 
Then will the elements unite 

> * 

To give the race of men delight ; 

No more the lightning^s &tal glarc^ 

But just to purify the air. 

No more by plague and &mine hurl'di 

Shall death be scattered round the world ;: 

No more menacing tempests ris^ 

To hurl destruction thro** the skies^ 

All subtile dangers^ ere they pass, v 

Will be exposed by reason*^ glass 15; 

And men, with nothing to annojr. 

Devote themselves to' boundless joy.- 

Nature, by man's united fofce^ 
Will turn her antiquated course ^ 
All objects, placid and serene^ * 
Wil^ope a vivifying scene. 
This rugged worid will be renewed ; 
No thorns, or, brambles will intrude ; • 

No noxious weeds appear in sight, 

T« twnt this fegion of delight 

• 3 



•• 9HADB OF FLATOi 

Spontaneous food, this earth will beai^ 
Without anxietf , or care. 
The clouds, that from its sur&cc rise. 
Will shower down manna from the skies. 
The £ftbled nutrinient of Jovey . 
Will fall in clusters from above ;- . 
And man, great nature's only friendi 
Revel in pleasures without end* 

V 

I^ ! what a glorious epoch this ; 
What aa exhaustless source of bliss I 
If these philosopher:^ succeed^ 
Then will the world bevblest indeed';* 
Then will your race, by their advice, 
Find a new road to Paradise, 
Which generations, heretofore. 
Ne'er had the fortune to explore^ 
This way to immortality^ 
Justliike the golden rule of three^ 
Win be so simple to discern, 
That ev'ry blunderhead may leara. 
All men, intone imited class, 

*^3r onward to perfection pass.. 



IKvest of ev^ homan BkWf 
They'll n^d no goyernment, or lawv. 
Their natures, vcHd of pride and lusl^ 
Will prompt to every thing that's just. 
Your race) like beavers, will unite ; 
One principle, one social right ;: 
One common interest to pursue^. 
Held up to umversal view. . 
Ambition, that' infernal guest, 
Will rear no head above the rest ; 
Justice, with htv impartial hand^ 
Will blot distinction from the land,. 
And all things tb a level strike f 

I 

All men Vfill think and speak ahke t 
Their features, intellects, and aim^ 
Will uniformly be the same ; 
And with each other, will compare^ 
If reason makes this systenvbeark 

Yet, should this groups (as they pretend)* 
Encompass tliis delightful end^ 
It must reqmre some unknown sleight, ; ' ' 
Which time ha» never brought to light. 



'i 



They must, to bring this plan about^. 
Turn human nature mside out ^ 
And with their renoTating arty 
Make application to the heart, 
Ere the whole race abandon lust, 
And learn to practice- what is just. 
Pride, which they think to overthrow,. 
Will never quit this world below, 
Till it receives its final &!]> 
From Him who made, and governs all.. 
Philosophers, vf ith all their skiU, 
Gan't regulate the public wiH ; 
Or banish local prejudice, 
From such a tempe^d race as this« 
Children to parents will be dear, 
Though fire and faggot interfere : 
Misers,, may yield their weakh to force ;; 
Yet this will not their minds divorce, - 
Or make the coffers which they prize^. 
Seem less delightful in thjeir eyes.^ . 

Nor can these sons of light rcmotcij. 
^eyeng«, disgust^ or partUl love.; 
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These on this earth will have a place> 
And ever prepossess your racei 
Promotion will allure the mind ;: 
Pleasure, its advocates will find ; 
Deceit and falsehood ^vill intrude 
Upon the weaker multitude ; 
And pride, when it is fully grown^ 
Will find materials for a throne. 

And, could all property be hurl'd 
In one huge pile for all the world, 
Some inconvenience all must bear, 
£re each could gain his aqual share : 
It must engross a length of dme. 
To count all men in ev'ry clime \ 
And months, and years, no» dbubt must pass^ 
To estimate th' enonn^us^massb 
In this new business of the age> 
Must each cosmopolite engage ; 
All must perform an equal part, 
Or some above the rest will start, 
And have two shares, while seme have^Bon^ 
To pay for double service done 



I 

None must bgr^robbery, or •tealth> 

Deprive ttiiother of Ids wealth ; 

Or strive his patent to possessy 

By s^dndliDg, gambting) or finesse i 

FoT) should this be the dire event| 

In vain^ would all their grace be spent* 

The high, and I0W9 (detested names) 

Once more would light on human frames. 

Badges, disdnctions^ titles, birth. 

From exile, would return to earth ; 

And men would be reverting back^ 

To their old anldquated track. 

Nor will tlus oew invented firaud, 

Annihilate belief in God ; 

This most invaluable thought. 

Is human nature's last resort. 

A God, on earth, will beador*d. 

In spite of guiUotine, or sword ; 

In spite of this enlightenM band, 

■ — , ^ 

This £uth from age to age will stand* < 

The truly viiiuous of your race 
WiU this ddightfal truth cmhracc ; 
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BecausCfthe only source bdowy 
Whence peace and happiness oan flow. 
This will support each pious soul^ 



When waves of sharp afiUction roll ; 
When fortune^ by a frown severcy 
Strips them of every object dear ; 

S i 

When they no earthly joys caa &id^ 
This thought wjil booy the siokiaglllfttdij 
That one) Allwiscy omniscient Guid^ 

Does o'er the umverse preside ; 

And that his power, on which tibey rest^ 

Will order all things for the best. 

Besides, upon tlus earthly sts^, 
There will be knaves in every age. 
Who will this blessed doctrine broach^ 
That they on others may encroach ; / ' 
Who, for emolument or fief^ 1^ 

Win speculate on this belief 
And make the sacred name of Gody 
Sanction injustice, force, and fraud. *' 

Nor iHll tlus purifying storm, 
Dress the whole worid in nnifona $ 
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Or make the remnuit of youf rac*, 
In poUtics, assume one foce : 
Interests and objects, nations guides 
ThcK, thro' the world ^Terrified, 
^iftiog and changing, erery hour, 
Vibrate the scale of huHian power ; 
When by the ripcninjf hand of time> 
Huge m^iie* to their summits climb, 
Foreign ambition, envy, hate, 
WUl sap the basis of a state ; 
Or else, some domineering lord. 
Will strain tl}C .governmental cpid) 
.. / And on the,rights of^Bi^j^Cts piyjr, 
Till his authority gives way, ' "!' - 

And slaves, (injustice to repel) 
Agunst hie Biwless power rebel. . 

New colomes, for freedom's sake. 
The tyrant's gallingyokc will break ; 
And brave the thunders of his throne, 
*To rcM- a standard of their own. 
Such indiriduaJa will unite 
To vindicate their injur-d rijbl« 
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And firm for liberty remsuR^ 
Till they the blessing tio obtain 5 
Yet) when with independence blest, 
(Tho' this the happiest state and best ; 
Tho' this the surest way to towV, 
To wealthy to opulence and power ; 
Tho' justice} Tirtue, truth, and blissi 
Light first upon a land like thh) 
Corruption will at length prevail { 
Laws will relax as virtues fail % 
Freedom, before so dearly bought^ 
Will soon of little Worth be thought } 
The public eye, will fall asleep ; 
Villains, into importance leap ; 
Disorganizing mobs increase^ 
To storm the citadel of peace ; * 
Intriguing, governmental spies, 
With envious hearts, and jaundic'd eyes, 

Will stigmatize without a cause, 

-^ • ■ 

Measures, and magistrates, and laws ; 
And swell their faults of slightest kind, 
To prejudice tke public mind. 
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Mean tiine (while some yfho^c noble hearts 
Disdain such base insidious arts ; 
While others, void of all deceit 
Are never jealous of a cheat ; 
While the most numerous cla&s> by &r, 
Are lur'd by castles in the air, 
Aspiring partizans to aid,) 
The public cause will be betray'd ; 
The idle, profligate, and vaia» 
To posts of honor will attaiDy 
Who, in a patriotic veil. 
All law and order will assail $ 
Till some, at length more fortunatei 
Mount to the pinnacle of state. 
And, with exorbitant demands, 
Wrest freedom fvcmi the public hands. 

When pride unto this height docs tow'r, 
Duplicity will strengthen power ; 
Both creeds and laws (tbo' blessed things) 
Will sepve th' ambitious cause of kings, 
And help facilitate their plan, 
To cramp the social rights of mu^ 



Courts, that their pomp nifty be^uppfied, 
New imp^itiim^ wiH provide ;. 
Extortion with a rigorous hand, 
Will grind the poor to feed the gntnd^ 
The idle pensioners of power, 
Like Xerxes* army, wifl devour ; 
Grandeur, supplied bjr boundless costf 
Its own subsistence wiH exhaust ; 
The lust and vices of tho great, 
Will prey like vtikuteson the state, 
Till the ta» trunk of regal sway, 
Begins to wither and decay ; 
Till overbearing power at length, 
Lacks energy, support, and strength 
And state, with all resources dried^ 
Falls a sad victim to its pride. 

To such vicissitudes as these, 
(Far from uninterrupted ease^ 
The police of the world adheres £ 
For now, almost six thousand years. 
Nations upon the public stage. 
Have played this, farce from, age to age ; 
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This world has been a niflaed scene^ 
Where jarring principles have been ; 
Truth has perform'd a useful task, 
For stripping falshood of its mask. 
And counterworking every plan, 
To immolate the rights of man; 
Religion, piety, and grace,. 
Have had a consequential place ^ 
The virtuous precepts these impart^ 
Have dignified the human heart j 
Have swellM the compass of the soul^ 
To seek the welfare of the whole,, 
And mad^ societies increase 
In friendship, unity and peace : 
Vice, with its satellites below,. 

Has introduced each public wo, 

«■ 

And prov*d the ori^ and source 
Of bloodshead violence, and force ;, 
Faction, and turbulence, and lust, . 
Have sown 4ivisioa and disgust, 
Which, ripen*d and maturely growB^ 
Have la.w and, order overthrown, ' 



And* every social tie expcll'd^ , 

Which have societies upheld. 

Causes, so opposite as these^ 

By greater> or by less- degrees. 

Alternately have had their weighs 
In every civilized state ; 
And changM the aspect of the times 
In all societies and climes. 

The restless tempers TO&n have shar'd. 
Of freedom have the race debar'd ; 
Each privilege, onccliighly prized, 
Where long posse^s'd, has been'despisM ; 
While scenes more consonant to pride. 
Have drawn the public mind aside. 

Each social barrier of the day, 
Has proved a burden in the way r 
Free governments that yet have stood, 
Have grown too liberal fof their good ; 
Too much themselves by lust enticed, 
To lash the volunteers of vice ; 
Too i)[l\ich to pride and avarice prone, - 
To make the public good their own ; 
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And too imperfect and impurei 
Of long continuance to endure. 
Where liberty has held its swajr, 
Passions have had more room, to play ; 
Private ambition, and finesse, 
Have had more influence and success ; 
Freedom, (by men so much belcv'd) 
Has been licentiously improv'd ; 
The more of liberty they've shar'd, 

The more the vilest men haye dav'4- 

To vilify and scandaUpe 

The great, the virtii^s, and the wise j. 

And sought promotfcfi and renown. 

By plucking higher merit downi. 

Each ofEce, each important post, 

Both knaves and fools haye thus engross'd,. 

Who, by imprudence or design,^ 

Have made societies decline, 

And plung'd their country, state, or place^ 
in irretrievable disgrace. 

Where freedom thus has been infring'd>. 
And all th^ sdOfairs.of gtate unhing'd,. 
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Such stati^) a greater wo to shun^. 
Have oft repos'd their trust in one,. 
Who, when established on a throne>. 
Has been to innovation prone, 
And sacrificed the public trust 
To pride, to selfishness, and lust. 

When kings, with passions unrestrain'dV 
Have thus the government obtain'd, 
The method, next in cQurse, pursued^ 
Has been, the nation to delude ; 
And n)Lake the public all unite, 
In thinking regal pow'jr wa& right : 
Hence both Divine and human laws. 
Have been perverted in their cause* 
The clergy, fostered by the state,. 
Have plead their right to subjugate; 
And sanctioned this notorious lie. 
That kings had charters from on high, 
And grants to govern and oppress, 
AH they could conquer, more or less. 
Aw'd by this sacerdotal joke, 
Kations haye cring'd beneath their yoke, j; 



4 
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And thought} with conscientious aiin> 
God*s cause and tyrants' were the same^ 

Thus, have religious errors grown, 
Till they have fortified the tlu'one ; 
Knowledge, has gradually declin'd r 
Science and learning been confin'd ; 
Ign'rance and superstitimi too, 
Have bauish'd truth from public view ;: 
None, but the few aspiring great, 
Have dar*d to scan the affairs of state ; 
And these by special favors brib'd. 
Have for despotic power subscrib'd. 
Kings, have been view*d by.cOTnmott eyci^ 
As the vicegerents of tlie skies ; 
And, in this character explor'd> 
Have been like deities adored. 
Subjects, by this delusion taught, 
With conscientious zeal have foughtf 
And laid their lives and interests down^ 
To shield the honor of a crawn« 
Troops, tnarshalPd at a tyrant's nod, 
Have ravaged peaceful states abroadj. y 
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And spread dominion far and ivide^ 
Believing Heaven was on their side f 
And that all itien beneath the sun^ 
Were made to be the slaves of one. 

Yet, tho* such errors have prevailed, 
Where liberty has been curtail'd> 
It cannot be from hence inferr^» , 
That all religion is absurd : 
Or that each pious faith^ or creed, 
DKl first from human art proceeds 
As well this truth might be denied; 
That streams, by nature, are supplied i 
Since they by human skill' and force, 
Are oft diverted from tl^ir course* 

Such impositions, have, in brief, 
Been hing'd on less corrupt belief \ 
Errors, from selfish views, forsooth, 
Have oft been interwove with truth. 
Kings,, have by lucre, oft e&tic'd 
The sacred ministers of Christ j 
Who have (past, favors to requite> 
Qubb'd kbgs. iniipdliabte and i:ight ;; 
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Bom to command, by HcavVs behest ;. 

And crowds have yielded to the test ^ 

When no credentials could be given, 

But forg'd authority frcjm HcaVtt* 
I 

In this degenerating road, 

Republic states have ever trod ; 

Each liberal system of control^ 

To guard the interest of th« wholey. 

And be of be];keft:ial use^ 

Has been perverted to abuse $ 

And chang^ into a pubtic gatnt^ I 

To win emohimcnt and &me. 

Each social compact at the firsts 

Has needed laws to bijdle lli8t ^ 

All new societies have founds 

That individuals must be bound t 

That all, must some restraint endure^ 

Their private interests to secure 5 

And yield some natural right, possess'fl^ 

To form a bulwark for the rest. 

Yet, where societies have tried, 

Thus to resta-jwi the rage of pride^ 
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And keep licentiousness confinM, 
Their efforts have been undermin'd. 
Statutes, tho' equal> mild, and just) 
Have been explained to favor lust ; 
Secreted avenues of vice. 
Unseen by legislative eyes^ 
Have left full manjr a gap unclosed) 
Where crimes have enter'd unopposed ; 
Where knaves, uncheck'd by needful laws, 
Have prey'd upon the public cause. 

Freedom, by kings, or commons us'd, 
In ehher case, has been abus'd : 
All ranks of men with power endowM^ 
Have soon grown insolent and proud i 
And by eieertions of their might, 
Have fed thei^ avVice, pride, or sptte. 
Few, very few, have been too gooaU 
To take th^ advantage when they could. 
Most of your race> when arm'd with power, 
Have had propensities to tower ; 
And rose to fortune's gilded height^ 
By crampbg individual right. 
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From such a fatal couYse, ere long) 
The weak have yielded' to the strong ; 
The strong, of wealth and power possest^ 
. Their weaker brethren have opprest ; 
And when, to tame submission wrought. 
Have gain'd their service for a groat. 

From this vile passion to impose, 
^11 arbitrary pow'r has rose ; 
Avar.ice and lust, 'were first the cause, 
Of bracing commonwealths with laws ; 
Which, for a temporary term, 
Have kept the public interest firm : 
Yet lust, as states have waxen old, 
Has grown more turbulent v^ hold : 
Laws have seem'd tedious to observe ; 
Most men had rather rule than serve ; 
Most men possest of public trust, 
Have sought their private interest first ; 
And in their gradual rise to power, 
^ Have chain'd their country more and more ; 
Till some, of more intrigue possest, 
Have soar'd on high above the rest ; 



And by their opulence and weight, 
At last have overcome the stalie. 
Thus freedonn oft frpm public newy 
Has imperceptibly wfthilrew ; 
Tin scarce • the wek^btue guesT wss knoiwi) 
Save in the suburbs of a thnme ; 
Where, in a surfeiting rep^^sty 
It revell'd till it brcath'd-its Jast 

Thus has the selfishness of man, ^ 

Subverted every usefili plan. 
Which all societies have vbw-cl. 
As most conducive to their-good. 
This was the first ptt)cuHng cause; 
Not government, nor civil laws ; 
Nor any sacred creed tmbib'd^ 
Why freedom- has been clrcuniscidb'd ; 
And why proud ty^anta^ uinrestrain^d, . . 
Have millions of your race enchain'd. 
Doubtless, where social checks like tbese^ 
Have grown habitual by degrees j 
And could not well' be iX)oted out, 
Avaijce, hsis turn'd thdr use ctbout \ •• 
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Till they auxiliaries became^ 
T* encompass each aspiring aim. 
But did there no restraint preside^ 
To check the tendency of pride, 
Knaves clad with power, and nerv*d with steel, 
Directly would to force appeal ; 
And violence, in every form, 
Would raise an universal storm : 
^ In short, without some social band, 
No body politic could stand ; 
The strong, who power and profit seek, 
Would scale the fortress of the weak i 
And all their dearest rights ihvade ; 
All trust would shortly be betray"d, 
To answer avaricious views. 
Which would such jealousy diffuse, 
That in the promise of your race, 
Dependence could not find a place. 

'Tis true, were men, Uke beavers, prone. 
States, without laws, might stand alone ; 
like them, did individuals feel, 
T Anportance of the general weal ; 
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Was public good the private aim> 
Instead of pleasure, wealth or &me ; 
Did this one view your race inspire, 
Discord and slander would retire : 
Dissenting interests ne'er would rise ; 
Of course no motives to disguise ; 
Nor one malevolent design, 
For social barriers to confine. 
Di4 men this pattern imitate, 
Freedom might flourish in a state ; 
And each republic, in its prime, 
Might travel ummpadr'd thro' time. 

But, spite of what logicians say, 
Mankind incline a different way ; 
All human beings, at the best, 
Of selfish modves are possest. 
Which will, (if cherished by the race) 
End in oppression and disgrace. 

Whence then, sprang tlus fidlacious creeds 
That bondage did £rom laws proceed ; 
And that the worst of human woes 
From discipline and order rose ? 
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Have not these been the imly guards 
Of all the blessings men have shared.? 
It is a burden understoodt 
That none may shed another's.blood ? 
Does it philosophers'-displease^ 
That a rude, band ofdebaucheei^ 
May not like Adamites of yoecy* 
Have women all in common store y 
And by their prostituted use^ 
A bastard progeny produce ? 
Does it their feelings mortify^ 
That men.may neither steal, nor £e I 
That lives, and interests of the poor> 
Arc kept from violence secure ; 
And that what all wbvdd wish to gsin^ 
None may clandestinely obtain ? 
Does it to deapol&ia te&d> 
That laws, society dc&nd? 
That traStorsyinsurgcsnts, and s|ae8i^. . 

Are barr'd by statutes jitttand wise f 

* A religrjoiu seQt m Bobeima, ^o hftl^ ihut itfeK ritftinedt 
their QpiipinAl innocence ; they went naked» and had women ia 
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Is that a project to assume^ 

That points your race beyond the tomb ? 

That makes them, while they sojourn here^ 

In paths of virtue persevere ? 

Do Christian principles, in fine. 

To aid despotic power, incline ; 

Or tend to overbearing sway. 

Where all such principles obey ? 

K these are systems to enslave^ 
Philosophers may cease to rave ; 
And spare their sympathy and grace> 
For these will ever ha^e a place : 
For though within a vicious state, 
Their strength and vigor may abate, 
Such state, declining more and more. 
Win soon their agency implore ; 
And mutual need, will plead the cause 
Of &ith, and government, and laws. 

Or, if a factious spirit tow'r> 

Above the reach of legal power^ 

Order, and law, and virtue too, 

Will leave the dissipated crew ; 

I 3 
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And| to some di&tantcUm^^ repair^ 
To breathe arinove sakibdoas ur ; 
Where with their sacred influence shedy 
freedom will soon her banner spread. 
States, of a once infeiior aize^ 
Will on the list of empires ri]^e ^ 
While others, fiir advanced in BJgCf 
Will make their exit from the stage. 
And with preciptance afid hasten 
Plunge in 6bUvion*s dreary waste » 

The heart of every man is prone 
To cherish passions of his own ; 
And yet as anxiously indinM, 
To have all but his own confined ; 
Thus discipline and slavery too, 
From selfish principles accrue ;. 
The first, self-interest does pro^e,. 
To bound the rage of lust and pride ; 
The last, by which your race are curst. 
Is but the product of this hist, 
And springs from mutual strife to be 
From all subordinatoi free. 



Hence, these will both on earth remain^ 
'While there's ambition to restrain -, 
And this will ever be the case^ 
Till Heaven regenerates your race ; 
Till the Great God, who reigns above. 
Diffuse more charity and love^ ^^ 

And makes the hearts of men more prone 
To think each other's good their own. 

The' pride inhabits ev'ry breast^ 
It can be partially sui^rest : 
Restrainti if fiimish'd in its prime 
May check its progress for a time ; 
As streams that flow, with mod'ratt force^ 
May be retarded in their course ; 
Yet pride, like streams that never faiiy 
At length will o'er restraint prevail f 
And onward to oppression tend. 
As rivers to the ocean bend ; 
Nor can all human art display'd, 
The cause, or consequence, evade. 

Hence governments, in their career. 
Will yet through revolutions i^ieer ; 
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Empires, upon this earthly balt^ 

Willi in rotation, rise and fall, 

And human polity below, 

Will thro* successive changes go* 

All well might new philosophy^ 

Compose the agiuted sea, 

And bound the progress of the Vind^ 

As change the nature of mankind ; 

Or make a jarring world, like this. 

Enjoy iminterruptcd bliss. 

Then why, this purpose to obt^. 
Must so mixch blood be shed in vain I 
Why must a rude, tumulluous band 
Disturb the peace of evei^ land. 
And trample, with indignant spite, 
On civil and religious right ? 
Why *hould a disaffected crowd, 
Form'd of the covatous and proud, 
The ignorant, dissolute, and base, 
And all the rabble of your race, 
Attempt, by rapine, fire, and sword. 
To have the rights of men restored I 
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Does the- late tx>rrent of their rage, 

The miseries of mankind assuage ? 

Is freedom} which they would ensure. 

More firm, extensive, or secure ? 

Has all ambition been outdone, 

Where their renewing work begun ? 

Has slav'ry and ofipnession fied^ 

Since Eraaee sUuck aff.hev royal J^ead ; 

Since priests (&bm whom thdr bondage spmng) 

Were drown'd, or gmQotni'd, w hung ; 

And all their offic^ of state, 

Flung'd in a like disastrous fate f 

Tho* true, that this far distant Iaiid> 
Was govern'd with a rigorous hand,. 
And had, from ages lofig before. 
The galling yoke of bondage wore ; 
Yet has their struggle beea the mean* 
Of introducing happier scenes ? 
Since this late btoody force was- i^y'^dt^^ 
Does happiness their latud pervade I 
Has equal wealth, and Ireedom tee> - - 
Ltveird all mea the aatiott'throttghl 
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Are they ailow'd to speak their min^ 

In matters of a public kind ; 

Or counteract ambitious strife^ 

Without a forfeiture of life ? 

Does there not o'er this wide domain^ 

A military despot reign ; 

WhO) solely to ambition pronei 

Has sprung from nothing to a throne ; 

WkO| by base artifice employ'dy 

4 

Has every social right destroyed, 
And forg'd a more oppressive yokey 
Than what their revolution broke I 
' The greatest privilege they've gain'4» 
To recompence for loss sustain'dj 
IS) that the duty laid on crimes 
Is lighter tlian in former times. 
This tribute (lately overcome) 
Was levied by the see of Rome ; 
Whose misnonaries, long before^ 
Had crimes of every sort in store ; 
Yet held them at a price so high. 
That inany were too poor to buy 5 
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And yet> by their reiigioi|s creeds 
No one might do an evil deedi 
Until for such respective idce» 
They psdd the customary price. 

But| in their late regenerate day. 
This tax has all been done away ; 
Vice has been liberally enjoy'd, 
Since priests and churches were destroyed. 
Those who enlisted in the cause^ 
To pull down government and lawsy 
And usher in their promised goodi 
Might perpetrate what crimes they would : 
Hencci> in a mask of friendship furl'dp 
To liberate a groaning world. 
Their first experimeAta were tried. 
On states where freedom did preside ; 
And which (till by this band annoyM) 
Both peace and happiness enjoy'd* 

But mark) what horrors were displayed ; 
What heavy contributions laid ; 
' What most exorbitant demands, 
Were wrench'd firam these defenceless lands, 



m SRADS'OP'fXjglEArO. 

To pfay for their own peace uttadlL^d) 
For rights invaded} cities sack'd> 
Churches poUuted^^and eras'd, 
And towns and viHagei de&c'd ; 
For stores e^ihausted, to support 
A band ok i uffians, to extort 
The Scanty pittance of the poor, 
And ix>b the wealthy of their store : 
For insult, violence, and rage, 
OfTer'd to in&ncy and age, 
And all the sons of indigence 
Who needed succour and defence ; 
For making Drives and maidens, first 
Unwilling, prostitutes to lust, 
Then murdering with deliberate spite, 
Their sires- and parthers in their ^ght. 

Here is a spedtnen, in brief, 
How nations have obtain'd relief j 
How dear they've paid this generous rac* 
For their regenerating g^race. 
How tl^ey (suspicious of no wrong) 
Wore conjur'd by their syren song, 
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Till they did in their £^th Fi^jpos^ 

To find protection' from their foes. 

How they were by these friends b6t]:ay-'d; 

Their land a desolation made. ; 

Their country crim^oa'd o'er with blood ; 

Their houses. rifled for their good.; 
Their daughters ravish 'd, wives distainy) 

And every social blessing drjun'd. 
All this rude breach of faith and laws. 

Was said to be in freedom's cause : 
To baffle superstition's reign;; 
To break oppression's heavy ohain ; 
To place society once more 
Above the grasp of. lawless power ; 
To cause establishni^ettU^and. thrones, 
(Beneath which^ human nature groans) 
,. From their fourulations to be hurlM, 
And banish slav'ry from, the world. 
And yet there's, scarcely \jeen a -state, 
Which they have encroach'd i^pon of late ; 
That in this overbearing way, 
• Was govern'd with, despotic swfvy. 
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Here) may a gazing world behold 

♦ 

Th' effects of freedom uncontrord ; 
Hert is a true perspective glass, 
To see what tr^igic scenes would^ pass. 
If those, who thus at order rail. 
Were once permitted to prevail. 

Since then, this philosophic test 
Has prov'd to be a curse, at best ; ^ 
Since this illuminated band 
Has ruin'd many a peaeeful land ; 
Exhort the nations from their fate, 
To copy wisdom ere too late : 
To eye, with ever jealous care. 
This late -demoralizing snare ; 
This modem ardfice^ employed. 
To have all government destroyed. 
And blot religion from your race, 
As big vrith horror and disgiiace. 
Tell them, in such a world as this, 
That these restraints must both exist ; 
That public happiness, below. 
Can in no other channel flow . 



SH ABE OP PLATO. US 

That men are form'd for social ends ; 
That each on others' aid depends ; 
That gifts diverse, bestow'd on all, 
Make each have some important call ; 
Nor matter what these gifts may be, 
Wealth, ease, or poverty, 
Or skiU, economy, or wit, 
Each in their place, exactly fit ; 
And each, society to buoy,'- 
Must find occasion and employ : 
Some must the field of science trace* 
To teach the ign'rant of the race : 
Some must have treasures to bestow, . 
For service from the poor and low ; 
Who in no other way, beside, 
Could, for their own supp(»t provide. 
Some, to accommodate the rest. 
Of taste, for art, must be possest ; 
Some must impose the civil lash, 
For many will with ordeif clash. 
Some must, like Juvenal, engage, 
To brow beat scaadal from the stage ; 



And ere correp^oii taSie&a rise,- 
Expose the speci«i» gattfs? of vice ; 
Before they weaken whotesefme fews, 
Ji nd thus betpaif tfee pahlk cause* 
Some must hstv« sldll to pen^trftt^, 
In the deep matters of the state ;- 
And (spite of modem i%a8eii*S say)' 
Must govern, while th& resf obcf : 

And tell this late enlight«tfed twdn, 
Their gracious purp^ee tOTtitraitt j 
And ere tbcy? fdr imprevement roaitt^ 
Employ theic ohority atchomti 
Tell them,.if wjiteon tfeey attendy 
This teachesy tftoir own^ fivesf tointendi^ 
To probe from their dWnbcMioitt«-ii«ti 
Ambition^ ebdry^ hstftrodji lust j 
And each regenerate one a|dece:;'^ 
This soon would nake oppression eeaie* 
Were, all the bim^n race be«d«j 
To take this pattbu fyt a gutdff. 
Tell them, it i^^l^y far,, the test^- 
To let this^c»tee^liatW^*iWW«i 
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Till tile great overruling Soul^ 
YiTho does the universe control) 
Sees fit, in his appointed wa^y ' 
To introduce a happier day ; 
When pride, that greatest hiunan fbe^ 
Shall quit this hemisphere below ; 
When vice, wliich now triumphant reign% 
Shall be in adamantine chains ; 
Freedom, o'er all, its banner spread ; 
Discord, forever hide its head ; 
Havoc and war, and slaughter cease, 
And men have universal peace. 
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xN fancy's evdrteemin^ p^gBt^ 
'Tis storied, how in lauei^ age* 
There IWd upcn^tke soutbem- shot>e 
A ragged) wiietchr 
Who eniiiKied m^ft 
The rich apparel whioh his; betters 
l&w^f, and: high ^an^idon r 

To be in their c<mditkiitr . . 
Soon madiB the vagraait qtiit hi» humble KiboufeN 

To occupy the i^ll 

6# curfng «v«i«f lit 

With new invented' pi<!)- 
Which circulated found among his nei^lboutw; 

Mean time, the Faculty^ that medical bandy 
Who'd vtarr'dwidi gnm^ death till theip iMfds^ w«re 

grown hoaryv 
Now musttfrM tlitir&vcesthe ijiiaek to v^ihstKiK^ 
AnA thereby; mtand^d bi^jwofreBS tci gl^iT* 
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But Fortune, that intriguing dame, 

Her timely aid bestows, 
And granted him a lucky chance 
To rise above his foes : 
For, leaving his abbd^ 
To travel on the road, 
He met, and thus addrest a man of wealth : 
<* Brave Knight, my skill reveals 
That death will trip your heals> 
Unless you doctor for your health," 
Quoth the other (but little suspecting his trick) / 

** You are no physician^ I'm sure ; 
Or else, by your sluU, you'd know who was sick, 

Before you advis'd them to cure. 
« Jn thinldng me ill, your ignorance appears, 
For I no sickness feel^) 
Nor have 1 scarcely lost & meal. 
For now, the last twelve years." 

The Quack Replied, « thou'rt ill, 'tis vain to lie, 
To one possest of so much skill air I. 
I've scann'd the human frame from top to toe ; 
I know each vein aad fibrc> how they grow ; 
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Can trace the moving cause of vital heat. 
And where diseases make their deadly seat : 
No fatal illness which mankind endure^ 
But what I know some genial plant to cure. 

^ Nor are these all ipy arts, my skill is g«od 
To purge out cancer huniors from the blood. 
I dissipate the kernels from the toes ; 
Shake pimples from the virgin's chin or nose ; 
Cleanse out the optics^ and renew the sight ; 
Scrub the dark sldn of. sorry maidens white ; 
Guard beauty from old Time's relentless grip ; 
Make roses blossom on the faded lip ; 
Prepare perfumes to qualify the head ; 
Pidnt ladies' faces either white or red ; 
Extermine warts, though strongly grafted in ; 
And brush disgusting freckles from the skin. 

<< Besides these artS) I've one that's more refin'd . 
I've made a glass of a peculiar kind)* 
Which, whefl presented to the human sight* 
Will place aU^nature in its proper light 
With this new aidy the genius of our race 
May circumscribe the boundless field of space>. 
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And view the wbole creation's vast raachine, 
In the small:CQmpftss:of a.pistareen, 

^' In botany, thi^ glass, has matcliless Wjorth 
T' anatomize |)r eductions of the earth* 
By this, the ^ons of poverty, or wealthy 
Can read th^ secret <n4gazlne of health) 
And learh the name, the nature, and the use 
Of every herb, and plant, and bark>.and juice, 
And spice, and balm, that bounteous nature pleaaesy 
To strew in every dime, to cure diseases. 
With such improvements in'U^is mortal statcy 
Mankind will learn to live in spite ofifate, 
And, ere a cen'try from the stage iswharl'd, 
They'll drive the King of Terrors from. the world. 

^ The Chymist too will' find a special ;aid 
In using this perspective I have made : 
On every fossil, while its in the stone, 
Are characters to vulgar eyes unknown, 
Which at their^ birth in earliest days, orlater« 
Were epochs dated by the pen of nature ; 
From these accounts the. reasoning eye; ipay qaoi^ 
Enough to cpnuadic^ what Moses WTotp, 
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Apd crush a fidth of superstitious tendence, 
On which deluded millions place dependence. J« 

^< 'Twas this nev gtoa in^ir'd me to x>fe8age, 
The mighty revolutions of the age« 
Full fifty years this news Pve been-dtfipenvftg) 
That Saturn's golden reign was recommendng ; 
That time^ere long, from 'fluctuations clear^ 
Would introduce the blest perennial year ; 
And to our view tiiat happ^ period bmg, 
When nature travels in eternal taring ; 
When kings and piiests, those tooiat of imiovatidny 
Will tumlUe down from their exalted station ; 
When taxes, toils, oppressioii, and disgrace, 
Will bid « good by" to all the human race ; 
And liberty, whose govermtient is clever. 
Descend on earth to dWeli v^th men forever. 

^ I've paF*d' the way for this aus^cious time ; 
My glass4ia3 shone in each European dime ; 
It scattered knowledge round the ebast of Frmice> 
Baffled delusion in its bold' advance, / 
Wounded' oppression with a felad shock. 
And brou^ the house of Bouiton to the blodb 



124 KHIGfiT AHS> qUAGK. • 

Their vassais saw themselves in fetters bound) 
With churcheS) coarts^ and pri8ons> wall'd around ; 
S^hockM at the sights their bondage now they know, 
And etecrate.the authors of their wo. 
Base hypocrites, who, with a selfish vietfi 
Confin'd their passions, and their interest too, 
Were guillotined, or in the ocean hurl'd. 
For thus imposing on an ignorant world. 

<^ My glass has shewn that nation out complete^ 
That social order is a cursed cheat ; 
A craft deriv'd from, some designing knave, 
Who grudg'd his race that freedom nature gave ; 
And that he might his feliowmen subdue, ^. 

Hung this dread bugbear up to public view,* - y 
To slack their courage^ ^^d^tpnake them skittish. 
Just as our gunkfatfs terrify tbd.BHtish. ^ 

^ But hofVtthis bugbi^pm^ll'd to such a »ze, 
Is one my steripuS' thing, I can't devise. 
If there'^ a power above^ as men presume, 
\Vhy ihas it thus delay'd the tyrants doom ? 
And wherefore, suflFer^d millions thus to groan, 
Beneath the scourges of the church and thrcoie ? 
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MethinkS) had I) but Photon's chance an hour 
To hold the reigns of universal powers 
<^ Opprest humanity" should be redressed : 
I'd sack old Tellus o'er from east to west : 
Monarchs and priests, wHo barter faith and laws^ 
With all their da|)es and knaves, who plead their cause, 
In one assembled concourse I would fix, 
And plunge them headlong ii^ the river Styx. 

'^ Yet, though the powers above do not see fit 
To overturn the church and throne, as yet, 
The stedfast foes of government and laws, 
Will not give out in such a righteous cause. 
The next expedient which we meai) to hit on, 
Will be to quell the haughty power oNBritian* 
Were but the le^s pf this Colossus broke, 
'Twould be to tyrants a decisive stroke* 
I've scatter'd round that laiid sufficient Hght,* 
To make the people scramble for their right ; 
And should propitious stars but aid the motion, 
We'll sink that cursed island in the ocean. ^ 

* Mr. Paine, in a letter addreflt to tbe citizeiiB of America, 
says, that he sold five thousand copies of the <* Rights of 
Man" on the Itiaiid' of Great Britain. 
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<< The tMk is done ; at Itmst, my ejres belMrfd» 
What a flew pages more of time unfold. 
His gracious majestyi Napdlean first| . 
Has undertook this all important trust : 
His thuaderixte against this kingdom hurPd» 
WiU bk>wa nest of hornets from the world ; 
^nd out of life, a .bund of pirates pnabe. 
That rifle hidf Che oommerse of .the:g]obe» 

M 'Tiafrue this strife in Whidt the^orid is blended^ 
Has not, as yet^ tumM oat as I intended, 
I set the pionters of mf clack too'fast.; 
The present war I thought would be the last ; 
And that the tu^mlls <hi the eaistem stage 
Would shower daurn freedom on tfafe r^siiig-i^e ; 
That Frenchmen, W0idd,like Chatoni uhderuto 
To pilot kingdoms o'er the sfygian lake, 
And land o«Lr apedes onthathUpipy shore 
Where courts and laWs wmdd hamper them no mope* 
Iifstead ofthia, the Freiich ji&stcrownVi wijdi beedon^ 
Now yield themaelres to fiaire atjfrsBt lead Vm» 

The •< QSefol htbots" «f Voltate 4uid Pajoe, 

■•» . . ' _ • — 

On this dull nation iacnbem apeBt in wn j 
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And alt the raya of this bright glass of mmtj 

Arc priz'd no more than jewels are by swine. 

The blood they've shed to be- with freedom crown*d^ 

Is lost like water spilt upon. the ground* 

Her g«nius vaniahM lik^ a moming dreani« 

My hopes have burst like bubbles on a stream* 

Despotic power, which lately lost its head} 

Is now in terror rising from the dead. 

The closing scene of all this mighty fusSy 

To rescue human nature from a curse 9 

And make the nations share their promised boon, 

I 

m 

Turns out like Welchmen fishing for the moon. 

<< Sut, tho* the French) in battles which they foughe, 
Wasted their lives and substance for a groat^ * 
Americans will, for their dghts, nq douot, 
Be oh their guard, and keep a go6d look out. 
In this once dark and unenlightened Iand> 
Stern, rigid virtue held the upper hand : 
Mankind were drove by ministerial awe, 
To idolize religion and the law : 
But now we feel a tranaent gleam of hope 
That men will give these prepossessions up. 
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My teleseope* hM up to public aighi. 
Has fiil'd thiB western iMim^heffe inth UgliL 
The great reformenXnom the cftsteni akfi 
Are here invited by tliep«ir*r8 on high; 
We see the da«mbg8 of a goldcii aeaMn ; 

« 

The Bible*^B bartered fer the Age of RcMon s 
The Christian kiag, who bore such ngtd tnray, 
Becomes tho modem btiffbcii of the day : 
His mimsters, to onnplimeiittfae stgOf 
TurD) hke a weathercock) irom sunt to sage^ 
And Judaa-ttEetbeftmy Hieir S«cred Mntei^ 
To gain i^ptese^ and fflthcar poofcets &8ter. 
We see of late kik many ancble miad» 
. Who scorns bdow the ataca to be conio'd^ 
Whose ijenitts «oan> infinity to trtfie^ 
And sheds dawn.pity en a^grofolliiig' cBtOk 
These sages from idm irulgar herd withdraw ; 
They spurn the servile ahaoUes of the JarWy 
And lately with an oivjeibearing hand^ 
Begm to root its influence from the lalid* 
Systems of r^y those iMvtiies of pur na^on^ 

-^^ tumbling in the wreck of renefatkm ; 



The foes of freedom all their wishes misSf 
And man seems vergmg to }tt» former bliss^ 
^ << As these refinements spread the country through^ 
We grow more liberal in oiu* practice too. 
Customs andmaMiers mend at such a rate. 
Justice and jaib are- growing out of date. 
Men soon may travel in ^e path of mitm^y 
In spite of wife, or priest, or legislator. 
The time was once^in days of lesser Hghty 
When law was constro'd as a sacred right ; 
And men could scarcely eat their wonted mdds^ 
But what they'd have a sheriff at their heels : 
They'd spring this trap on every small offence ; 
Men must be if^hipp^d for stealing eighteen pence.; 
And if £imiliar wiidi each odier^s ^mcsy 
They kept the nogoes in Bedbim aU their livet* 
But times are better now ; for tis a fact. 
That men^ whose deeds would then their tives contract. 
Now, spite of law and govemmoit) survivct 
And on the &vor of die poblic thrive. 
^ The reign of terror** is almost oat of finfaion^ 
'Tis glory now tofiister every paarion : 
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Th^murd'rer, traitor, and the debaucheey * 

Arc now deem'd virtuous in the first degree ; 
Those who revile, corrupt, betray, or kill, 
Are now the organs of the public will. 
Who rose to power upon their rivals' merit, 
And thus their countrv's confidence inherit. 

« 

^ And this is right 4 for if manldnd agree 
That such a thing as government must be, 
It is, no doubt, a common stock afiair, 
In which each individual has a share, 
And has undoubted right, in reason's view, 
To share in all the profits that accrue : 
If so, these men of independent spirit, 
Of honor, truth, and antiquated merit, 
Have had their chance to run the public raee :- 
Let them gite back, and others take their |^ce ^ 
That every man, according to his wishes, 
May get his share among the loaves and fiarbes. 

<* Merit is known by no decided test : 
Those characters throughout the world are best, 
Who walk through life pursuing, nature's road^ 
And keep their coats and conduct in the mode. 



X 
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Virtue and vice are bat imaginM tjungs, 
HatchM in the brains of ministers or kings ; 
In different countries^ where discovery ranges, 
ChameUon-like, their siae and colour changes ; 
A deed, call'd virtoous in a distant dJitne^ 
Would here, be thought a moA notorious crime t 
Some nations fpoonlate cm lemale beauty ; 
Others thsak suicide a. aacred^utf ; 
^nd others still, (if I am righ£lf toldf 
Who lumfif lull their p»ent& virhen they're old ; 
Each of these acts, If practised m our natioO} 
Would all be crimes of highest aggnnaitioa $ 
Nor, can we know» of all, who vt^ the betters, 
Tillmen are fi^e fiiom go^ «iw n€ «rta l Atters ^ 
Till all are placed in such a loose f ondhieBt 
That each caq act his native dis^vritiiMi : 
Then viriU the deeds that mostpr^deminate. 
Be view' d as virtues of the high^t rate* 

<< Since thett, the inottvea of the world, we a^e 
Respecting vice jodi virtue, dmgree/ 
How can one state, exclusive right inherit 
To say what men ^aa^ oiost intrimic mtnt \ 
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I 

Or why should law my deeds or conscience tijf 
When that's as lik«ly to be wix>ng as I ? 
And were it righty my life is but a fraction 
In the great scale of intellectual action ; 
Nor more affects the universal motion 
Than grain of arsemc putrefies the ocean. 
As to^my creed) the v<Mce of reason owns 
That that can never break my neighbor's bones : 
Suppose the people round me all agree 
There's twenty gods* or none^ or One in Three, 
And I should be so honest as to doubt it. 
Why need the public plague, their heads about it ? 
My neighjbor does no disadvantage reap ; 
It does not rob him of a moment's sleep ; 
Nor does it cast a mist before his eyes ; 
Or kill his grsdn byfrostj^or Hessian fides ; 
Or (after all their conscientious prattle) 
Send some contagion to destroy his cattle. 

'< Nor should I take the liberty from hence 
To bum his bams, his houses, or his fence ; 
Or undertake his ox or cow to kill ; 
Or cuckold lum agamst his lady's wiU | 
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Or think oti this account, I*d better right 

To steal his goods or money in the night ; 

» 

If none of these disasters happen to him^ 
Pray tell what dreadful injury can it do him, 
" Nor is it such" a flagrant breach of duty, 
JTo gratify myself with love atid beauty. 
Suppose I harbor and support a Miss, 
Where is the mighty .harm in doing this ?^ 
It does not '< break*' an individuals- '* legist ^ ■^^ 
Nor does it make " the mouth ofiabor'* bcff ; ' - r ' ' 
Nor does it smite the nation with a curse $ 
Or sponge a farthing from the pulblic purse ^ - v 

If I on Hymen's institution tn^flople, ^i . : s\'J 
No one's oblig'd to follow my example, 
So long as I don't take it in my head 
To crowd out husbands from the marriage bed ; 
From implication they may let me go ; 
They may be modest, and as ohaste as snow, / 
And* hug the chains of wedlock if they please ; 
I'll not be hamstrung with such cords as these ; 
Nor, by the law, be made a passive minion. 
While tliere's a woman that's of my opinion. 



^s 
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In short, I11'keq> a msKsfesR during life t 
She's more accomiaodating than a wife : 
She don't presume upon connubial tiesy 
On pleasing me>her whole dependence Ues : . 
And when she seeks my .happiness to smootbery 
Vvt power to turn her off, aikl take anotb^* 

' Like wives, she's not exces^ve fond of pow'r» 
Nor jealous, if I'm out of sight an hour ; 
Nor does my miss, while viewing other faces, 
E'en grudge* me life to come at their embraces. 
She seeks to please me more for love than riches ; 
She never wears my pantidoons or breeches; 
Nor does she try to plunge me into debt : 
She knows she has not got me in ber net ; - 
And 'tis this knowledge that confinea ber ptide^ 
She sticks t& me as tight as one that's tiod ; 
And I from nicest sentimentst of bertu*, 
Muntun the offsprbg I beget upon her : 
Since both are then so liandsomdy protected^ 
Why need the public mind be disaffected i^ 
** Respecting tribe, or coknv I agrees 

That black or wtilte, arebotih alike tomer: ! 
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TVometi/ or high, or I#Wy or. richy or poor^ 
Of Osage tribe, or Hottentot) orMoor, I 

Of black, or wbite^ or eoppero6!oiir*d AcOy 
They all are wetcomo to th« last embrace ; 
And 8|Hte of laws, or c«ist(«n, orooinp]exion» 
Have all an equal iihare m mjr aft^ctioii) 

^ Why, by difitit|cjdo», are our speeies curst ? 
All had the same progeintoips M tot s ^ 
Nature alike, to all our race beeto^ins 
Head, feet, andhands) ttud eyes^ andenrsy aikd^aose \ 

m 

Each tribe, and colo&r ; attof «ve)y satioD) 

Were propagated^i^ bypfOOVtaAiOD ; 

And tho* there^d'w^iiQe and blad&9-AQdg9eatt and sma]}> 

Yet meat and df ink, as yot, supfoMatthem al. 

In this enligh^^M, comp»6htBsiiro li^Wf 

We all are brtlhfcft, and Wre $S/slt€n too ; 

The individuals, wisksb o«r glbbtt Micloflea, . 

One univ«rsol fftitiiiyeot|kpose8>« 

In parts and passions.«ll ara^made complete i 

Then where's the raltyi^ point of s^dfoolieeiti 

And how in natut?e is it ju^t and rights 

That some shou^ feel ao ptfcMKM)«G«use^^lie]^#6 wUti^ 
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And think it will their consequence degrade 
To be connected with a tawny maid. 

^ The different species ofinferior creatures^ 
Take no disgust at color, tribe or features. 
The buck, the rabbit, the swallow, swan and dove, 
All have free access to the joys ol love ; 
And give their << energies" a thorough trial^ 
Unchsdn'd by mode, or taste, or selfdenial : 
But Englishmen, a race of stupid elves, 
Ans more unnatural than the brutes themselves ; 
And fain would rob each maiden of her right, 
WhoM not like them, the fortune to be white, i 

^ To speak my mind, that matrimonial fence 
Confines the passions, enervates the sense, 
Quenches the flames that love and beauty kindle, 
And makes the vigour of our species dwindle. 
How many hapless males, and females tooy 
Ai^ doom'd to walk life's destin'd journey through. 
With an unfrmtSuJ partner for a mate. 
And never rear a subject for the state. . 
Had such been free from these connubial checka> . 
And ranged the circle of the other sex. 
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They mlgkt some luoky accident ^brace 

To be the' parents of a numerous race« •« 

^ On this account, I like the Spartan mode c - 
Pndses on the adultress were bestow'd : 
Thehr women with this privilegfe were cladi 
To choose new shres for every child they had* 
Lore^ there was fed and cherish'd, not coi\fin'd ;^ 
They'd stated dances of an amorous kind| 
III wBich both sexes strict from head tohams, 

• ■ 

And frolick'd maked like % fioek of lambs.* 

But now, our your youth that in assemblies meet} 

Must all be muffled up, from head to feet* 

A mode^ alas I now circulates arouvd,* 

To harness virtue in a muslin govi^n ; 

To hftve the limbs in lace and cambrick tied ; 

And then the art of Cupid is defied. 

^< 1 now, to your disease must traverse back: f 
A nd your nature's stny^igely gone to wreck ; 

* Plutrarch's life of Lycurgus. 

t Whajt re'imajns of this P«em, more especially alludes to the 
manner in which political quacki have endeavoured to impoie on 
the public, viz. by cajolUng them with a belief that their late 
rulers were oppressors, and by pf^mising to alleviate their bur- 
dens if they could be entrusted with the powers of governments 
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And now must tdl you, &r| with your penmssuMii. 
That you are unappriK^d of your condition. 
You say yoii're well ; yoi^truly so may soem ; 
But this idea's baaelesa asadraam t 

- * • , 

TouWe been, for yearst beneath the dDctor^s care> 
And still you^re ignorant of tihe whole affair. 
But knowy «re twehe yean pait, to t^tt youtcft^ 
(Soon after youif minonty was through) 
Yoahadtbtaple^atanunusui^rata: * ; 

You thought yotaietf ikk a diecliliiRg fl^^ -^ 

Which tbwght of idl reaiity was tmd. 

You thenhad hcaUR, wWdi siacc>fau>f« not enjoy»d* 

StiU you must have tiM) Faculty's advko : 

(T' enquire of quacks, you ha4 ft taste toonioei) 

Who, &t th Vi^ own eoSKilttiricnt and- eaac^ 

Out of your whims wxtmght nip a highdiaeaaei 

And tum'd yqur bncied into senous tOs, 

To have a bett^ market for thdr pills. 

«< As money was their ait% %\mt sole debate 
Was how to gain your tresisure and CEftate* 

T^ exf>crinieiit hu beea^rieil, but we do net iiesUs^fhe aal* 
ut^ry efib^ta which: we expected, their tunlHtion hl^ been g^t« 

jfi^ci, but the pubtic have not euaqyed tlw beiusfits which they 
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Should they directly your disorder heal, 
Th^re'd be no profit in such honest deal : 
Or shot)^ they take your life (fom you outright ; 
For poor men, thiswould»dof but for a knight 
Who'd such exhaustlesf stores to reimburse^ 
A step so rash, would prove as great a curse, 
And^top their sweet communion with your purse. J 

<< At last they leagued this measure to pursue ; 
To prop your life and your disorder too ; 
To have them both in sudi due limits^nt, 
That each might last till all your wealth was spent ; 
Then, if you must the debt of nature pay, 
They'd place no more obstructions in the way, 

<^ To bring your. case to this distinguish'd mark^ 
They gave you mercury and Peruvian bark : 
Pretending with a hypocritic &ce, 
That nothing else would benefit your case : 

That you were, jn a desperate situatiosi : 

I 

That desperate means must be your presiervation : 
That if this medicine you xefus'd to try, 
In spite of .fate^ you certainly must die : 



140 KVXGB^BB <^4Alb 

AndifymdidtMf tboa|^y«urchaiKxil^Biliali } 
But then your lol i^iod thb dMWtt in^htlUly 
And hit peslMi|» the feat alternttiT* 
That nature could proYidti lo mahft yod live* 
<« But a» H tamM b did not kill Qif teal 1 

- ^ 

It ODlf aeiydto whet jtmr aenae to Jael: 
Tour jointa^ aad nef^Fea brac'd up to iugheat atran^ 
FiU'd an jpoor membera wkh dEqutaite pam a 
The fever that iQflain'd four blood beftre^ 
Waaoourish'dui^andinadetoTafiathc aikores 
in ahorli it proved » nevoanary aeh^e^ 
^ To qualify for Mkneaa more eJitreme^ 

^ Findkig to mtrcui^ybu became «veraty ^ 
They Uien oofitriv'd a iBort ngenknia fkrcf ; 
And aa you wtNiM not take tbcir antidote, 
They undertook to cram it doirn yoiur thf6ot z 
But you had too muckatrenfth to be control'd 
Until they bribM assistance by their ^Mj •„ 
Which when acquir'dy aa soon as they oould do% 
lYith chains end cords (hey bound yoii hand and foot s 
l^oryet did this confinement make you tamo : 
They had at last lo scarify yoiy fnaa% 



And from ycrar bbdj half your biood todrill. 
Ere Y0a could be subtervi^t to their wilL 

^ Fearing, ^^ecause fou long continued ill. 
That fou would grow- suspicieuB of their skill : 

■ 

And fearing too, fiome sudden flush of pun 
Might make you struggle till you hrckc your cfa^n, 
They thoughtto stop such accidenlsai these 
By cramming opium down to give you ease ; 
To make you stujndy and your sense destroy ; 
Then they could htep unknown in your employ ; 
And if their bill should chance to be loo largCi 
You'd be too ignorant to dispute the chaj*ge. 

<< Thus you may^ see how plam this truth appears. 
That you have been imposed upon for years ; 
And that pro&saors of the doaciMM! pillf 
After declaimiiig largely on their 6kill ; 
And how they cure by nererfiufing ruko^ 
Compared to me, they're all-a padL of &ols : 
. Andyet my bill'fer physkiil repairs,' 
Is nothing in^ comparison to thcint 
To tell thetruth) for physie'and advice. 
They've msode yod pay a tfm^t coormout prioei» 



/ 
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Their opiates, catisdcs, purges, pills and pukes, 

Mix*d with their borrow'd skill from andent bookF . ; 

Which 70U long since ip this intriguing wajr 

liave been stibjected to from day to day^ 

Amounts to more, by calculations clear. 

Than all the income of your wealth a year* 

Lo I what a hoai*d of property you've lost : 

You'd better died at first and sav'd the cost ; 

For after all your care and fruitless strife. 

To mend your* shatter'd tenement of life, 

And be of health and vigor repossest, 

You're but a moving monument at best : 

You hear, and talk, but how, I cannot tell ; 

You neither see aright, nor taste, nor smell : 

V 

In short, you're little better now than dead ; 
Intestine worms have in your bowels bred ; 
And this the reason why your stomach's good, 
It has to find these cankering reptiles food. 
Which crave more bread, and meat^ and applejuice^ 
Thanjrou have power to swallow fcr their use : 
And these will prove your ruin, without doubt, 
Unless you grant me leave to purge them out. 
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Nowj iflVe lied in telling ho%T your case is^ 
Look in this glaM and see how pale ytmr &ce is.'* 

The unbeliever view'di and ¥nth surprise) 
Saw fogs and darkness scatter ftooi his eyes. 
The treacherous jmrror^ though it could not speaki ' 
DiSuied a mortal paleness o'er his cheek. 
At which dire tietr^ his fortaer imge diaog^d s 

His once strong ltfBto> like king Belshaazair's jar^ 
His streogch wfaULH^ tenses iifere dertojgledi 

And &te seem'd roltiiig im her sable ear* 
As drowning ineBf to h^ar theif bodies upi 

Seize sticks and leairee^ tliat on th^ waters gUde ; 
So the poor Knight) deprived of every hop^) 

To the Impottoir for ^ssistuioe eriad : 
^ YQur words ware inie, whieh i auf^posed a cheat i 
Your skill is matoMess, fraught wi& te cdnceH ^ 
I own I was an inconsiderate etf ; . 
You knew my- weakn^si better than txiysaift 
And kindly have expesM it tio my eyes; 
Now try your skill before yout suppliant dki^ 

The Quack» isiow ibishM with Joy at sueh «uoe6tt» 
Thus to hisiy«liefa did himseif cacf^eaa i 
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^ You well may thaad& me for my skill displayed: 
IVe made you know you're ^cky and Reed my aid ; 

» 

While half the world in stupid mazes tread, 
And scarcely know they're ill, till they are dead : 
Which had they but your chance, before too late. 
Might mend their healths, l^ul shua impending fate. 

^ O had I lived on earth when time began ; 
Ere dire distempers first assaulted man ; 
Their baleful influence from the world Fd probe. 
Nor let th^m make such havoc round the globe. 

<<BUt I am doomed to unpropittous days ; 
Curst by proud leaming'a ostentatious rays : 
That ancient phalanx of renown'd physicians, 
With lawyers^ poets, priests, and politidans. 
Ail mock my strife, a dying race to save, 
And dub me off a vile imposing knave. 

V 

I*m too unpopular for modem taste : 
Ahd yet, what wealth jl dainty public waste 
On idle fops, whose cmly science lies, ' . 
In peddling; jalap, hark, and Spanish flies, . . 
With oth«r poisons which their patients kill. 
And then ask compound interest for their skiH. 
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** Far difFeretit my prolific means to heal : 
I to my native soil for health appeal : 
By nature'^ light I search for drugs at home^ 
Nor ransack Asia o'er for' spice and gun\, 
This dose, to heal the illness you endure, 

F rom swamps and meadows, I did first procure : 

*Tis no mysterious nostrum, 'tis design'd 

To be of general use to all mankind : 

A precious lifeinvigorating pill ; 

A sure and certsdn cure for every ill 4 

Compos'd ofroots, and herbs, and bark of treesH 

With many more as simple things as thesa, t 

r 

To banish pain and give the p&tient ease. I 

" Bl^etter by far than salivation^ \ 

- That curst mercurial {^reparation, 
Wbtch Hypocrates invented ; 

* 

Whose scholars to their patients, since, 
For a catholtcon dispense, 
Whrther with dropsy, worms, or gout tormented." 
• ' The^ Knight, for his ill, 
Soon swallow'd the pill, 
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' Expecting HwouW shortly subctee it ; 
But soon a stupor seized his brain, 
His blood recoird in erery vein, 
And he, deprived of sense or padn, 
Launched out of life, and scarcely knew it» 
Then to a nunterous crowd, 
That to the place repair, 
The Qnack replied, 

r - 

« My patient died, 
But that is nothing rare : 
For, till these modem times, 

Mankind, both ^mall and greatf 

In thiS) and other climes, 
Have bow*d to conquering fete s ^ 

<< But had he applied^ 
And my medicine tried 
But one week before, I dare to engage 
•Twould have lengthenM his life to Methuselah*S age. 
This artful excuse) 
~ The crowd did seduce ; 
All thought that no doctor had skill so profuse s 
They quit old Greek and Latin rules, 
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Echoed his skill from clime to climey 
Shouted his praise in prose and rhjme^ 
This was a doctor for the time. 
And aD the Faculty were fools. 
But spite of his earnest endea?or) 
Men's sods and their bodies would se?er : 
Mortality's rage 
He could not assui^;et 
With all his medical lore : - 
His former laurels now decay. 
And all lus patrons of the day^ 
Push on to death as short a way. 
As tnea had done befi>re< 
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SUBTLETY OF FOXES. 
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A FABLE. 



SUBTLETY OF FOXES. 



In ancient days, (as poets teach) 

When brutes possestthe gift of sgccch ; 

Beneath a tow*ring ledge of rock^ 

There dwelt an old insidious FoXj 

Who, by his subtlety and skill. 

Could gather vermin at his will, 

And make large quantities, for game, 

Of brutal creatures, wild and tame ; - ' 

With force of instinct overpowered 

Flock to his hole to be devour'd. 

Soon as this Fox's skill profound 

Was known amongst the other'-s round, 

One who had lately come of age, 

(To fit him for life's future stage) 

Besought this old experienced wight, ^ 

To learn him his mysterious slight ;; 

Who said, " my friend, the craft you mentiqo, 

Requir'd much study and attention : 
K 2 
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Pvtt therefore made it my intent 
To fix a lastibg precedent 
That those who learn my art sublime^ 
Shall be my senranta three years time^ 
And for tiieir board and learning pay ^ 
The price oi one racoon a day» 
Thus will the science which I teach} 
Be plac'd above the common reach^ 
Since few within our hemispherei 
Would choose to porchase wit so dear; 
This practice will the hopes beguiley 
Of quacks who dread fiU^ue and toil^ 
And strive to bear a Ughterpart 
By stealh^ my ingemous art 
Hence; will my pupils rise thereby^ 
To elevated ranks on high» 
And this new art which^ have founds 
Which leads to honor and renown ; 
Be kept sectxre by learned sagesy 
And handed down to iuti^*e.ageSk 
For when ^is storied thro^ the lanc^ 
What wiles my scholars understaAd^^ 
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Before such learned heads as those^ 
Thev 11 fear their ignorance to expose* 

^ Think not" said he, ^ these terms are hard. 
Which biing you such a rich reward : 
For tho* this prorerb none disputes^ 
That we knsiw more than other brutes. 

Yet few of all our species yet| 

« 

Have made their fortunes by their wit* 
The greatest part} 'tis understood^ 
From paw to mouth obtain their food : 
There 's some^ tis true, with sordid aimf 
Who constantly pursue tiie game ; 
And search the fields and forests o'en 
Perhaps have gunM a trifle more : 
And now and thea we see a caaei 
Where few of our intriguing race. 
Have chancM by some notorious cheat 
To gain exhaustless stores of meat, 
Enough to last them all their lives. 
With all their offspring that survives. 
But I have found a surer way ; 
My store increases every day $ 
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The flesh with which my board is crown'dj 
Comes in from cTery quarter round. 
'Tis true, that yhen I first begun, 
Like other Foxes, I must run, 
And chase the animals about, 
Till they were fairly worried out ; 
But then I'd drag them to my door, 
^nd save a part to bait for more i 
This done, I thought, instead of running, 
*Twas best to exercise my cunning ; 
For which, I presently devis'd 
A trap, which was with food disguis'd ; 
And from the eye secreted thorough 
.But little distance from my borough j 
To which the simple brutes repairM, 
And to their sorrow were ensnarM ; 
By such a policy, no doubt, 
Most of the beasts and fowls about, 
Which dwell within a league of me, 
(If Jove's immutable decree, 
But spares my life, which each begrutches) 
Will shortly be withm my cltttches ; 



And I shall have the j^y to see 
How great a tyrant I can be.** 

When Reynard for his art sabHme» 
Had serv'dthe stipulated timet . 
He, from his master's hole, did start 
To try the Tirtae of his art ; 
And, as he litde game could findt 
He thus teficQled in Us mind s 
^ In me» 'tiraddbe a project viuo^ 
To tlunk a UTdihood to gain } 
There, where my t^tor and his brother 
Are quite enough, without ano^err 
To lick up all the food that *8 foun^ 
In all the neighborhood around.** 
This said, he from a station fleWy 
To a distant forest, out of view s 
Where scarce a brute from days of yoM . - 
Had hetoi the name of Fox before } 
And there\ with most mdiistrious strife^ 
Young Reynard dug his hole for life. 

As he upon a certain day» 
Trarell'd abroad to hunt for prey ; 
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The creatui'cs timely did espy 
Mischief apparent in his eye ; 
And as he rang'd the forest through, ' 
Each kept his distance from .the foe. 
At length, much to his joy, he found - 
Two Ganders fighting in a pound ; 
And as he did himself expose, 
One told him whence the quarrel rose : 
" This rogue** aiaid he* " of cursed brood 
Has done me all the hurt he could ; 
One night, when I was in my sleep. 
He softly to my nest did creep. 
And us*d each method in his power, 
My harmless offspring to devour. 
And then, with most invet'rate hate^ 
He strove to rob me of my mate/* * 

« Enough,'* the subtle Fox, replied, 
" You 've law and justice on your side, 
For none of all your race, Pm sure, 
Would such base injuries endure, 
Or suffer treatment so forlorn. 
Now give me but an ear of com, 
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■f 

And to your rival let me in ; 
We'll strip the rascal to the skin, 
Nor leave the mischiefmaking quack, 
• A single feather to his back." 

The Fox, (who did his honor pledge) 
Was introduc'd within the hedge, 

And did the vile aggressor beat, 

• *. - 

Till he lay lifeless at his feet ; ^ 

I . ' 

Then threw aside his friendly cloak, 

And thus to his cmployei* spoke : 

*' You see how my avenging arm. 

Has succour'd you from fatal harm, 

And by a welldirected blow, 

Has now relieved you from your foe : 

For this I (Ud a trifle ask, 

Supposing 'twas ah easy task ; 

And that this knave who hatched the breeze, 

Could be subdu'd with greater ease : 

But soon I found myself mistaken, 

Fd much ado to save my bacon ; 

To keep rny word of promise true, 

Fve put my life at stake for you. 
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And, iriOi the pity of a Mdidy 
HaTc saVd y oa from a wretched cod ; 
And now, tis just and x%ht you see, 
That you should yield your life to me,** 

The Gander finding he was tied, 
He to the traitor thus repfied : 
M Since by your guile youVe won the field, 
YouVe got the power, and I must yield ; 
But then that pity which you call, , - 
To me, has been no 1)enefit at all ; 
'Twere better far, if I alone. 
My enemy had overthrown ; 
Or, if I had not conquered him, 
To have l»st an eye, or lost a limb, 
Would not have such a ghasdy ^w, 
As now to lose my life by you-; 
Bendes, if worst must come to worst, 
And you do for my ^carcase^ust, 
rd choose an open foe ta slay me, 
Before a wretch who would betray tne. 
You say-^your task was hard to do ; 
Whether your words are fiJse, or true, 
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I do not know, nor do I care ; 
This mueh I know, you promis'd fair ; 
And but for such a faithless speech, 
I had not come within your reach." 

r 

« Charges, so high,'* the Fox replies, 
« From one who at my mercy lies, 
I could with greater patience bear, 
If they with justice would compare : 
You call me treacherous, this 1 own ; 
But if i am, I'm not alone : 
Most creatures of the earth, or air. 
If they of strength, or cunning share, 
And have a chance these gifts to try. 
Will play the rogue, as well as I. 
I, the serpent. With enchanting note. 
Draw birds and reptiles down ni^y throat : 
Thus, pigeons^ dores, and other fowls, 
Are often sacrificed by owls, 
Barely because this bird of prey, 
Is blest with better eyes than they : 
And men, those beings that pretend 
All righteous rules to comprehend, 
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My brethren^and my mUm seizes 
By any stratageat they please ; 
How then can I incur disfgrace. 
To copy such a knowing race ; 
The dog you willingly esteam^ 
Because he serves a power Supreme ; 
And from a rude and savage state. 
Pretends to be reform'd of late, 
But were you now within his beck. 
The hypocrite would ring your neck ; 
And tear your very vitals out. 
As quick as any Fox about 
In short, aJl animated life. 
Exists by violence and strife ; 
Fire, earth, and air^ vrithout remission, 
E^eep in eternal opposition ; 
VThich cause variegates the weather. 
And chwns the universe together. 
My species, from the^earliest days, 
Are caird a sly insidious race ; 

Ad though your race this knowledge sharM, 
Still might you been upon your guard. 
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And ere I came to your aaustance) 
Had foom enough to keep your diitancc i 
But nature give me wit profuse^ 
That I jour kindred should seduce ; 
And yous by the like hand were made^ 
Just fool enough to be betray'd" 

^ Then»'' quoth the other, <^I miist d)e» 
Because you've got more wit than I. 
Methinks this plea a good excuse. 
To screen me from your vile abuscu 
And that you would your vengeance wreak, 
On objects that were not so weak. 
You say, that violence and strife, 
Supports idl animated life ; 
And that your savage occupation^ 
Unites the orders of creation i 
But know thou proud, insiiltiilij; knave. 
Though you the ties of honor brave, 
The path of jusdce to pursue, 
Is what the gods exact of you : 
They dont, to serve their final end, 
Upon your violence depend, 
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Therefore you may as well af^ree 
To yield your carcaae up to me. 
Tott tell me of a moral bond : 
I know but this, of food Fm fond ; 
And since I now have got you here^ 
Not Jove, nor Pluto do I fear ; 
111 hold you &st within my claw% 
In spite pf justice) faithy or laws ; 
And if this act, Hear'na wrath procures. 
That's my look out, and none of youri^ 
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ETHERIDGE & BLISS, 

JVo. 12, CORNHILLy Boston* 

HAVE lately published and have for Sale, at theiir 
Bookstore, the Biographical Memoirs of LORD VIS- 
COUNT NELSON, with observations Critical and Ex- 
planatory— -By John Charnocr, Esq. f. s. a. author of 
the Biographia Navalis,-and the History of Marine Ar- 
chitecture, &c. &c. In a neat Octavo volume, price %\ 
50. in boards, and S^-00, neatly bound and lettered— the 
second American Edition. 



NEW ARCHITECTURE. 

Just published and for Sale, as above, the 

American Builder'^ s Companion ; 

er a new system of Architecture, containg 44 neatly ex- 
ecuted engravings, representing Geometrical Lines, 
twenty different design for Moulding, the five orders of 
Architecture, with great alterations, both in size and ex- 
pense—gluing up and diminishing of Columns-— How to 
find different Brackets of a ground Ceiling— Hase and 
surbase Mouldings, Architraves, &c.— Twenty-four dif- 
ferent Designs for Cornices, both for external and inter- 
nal finishing— Stone Window Caps and Sills, showing^ 
the manner of setting them in a brick Wall-— Ss^h. 
Frames, Sashes and Shutters — Straight and Circular 
Stairs — Roofs, and finding the length and backing of 
hips, either square or level— Ornamental capitals—* 
Mouldings, Friezes, Leaves and Ceilings— -Chimney Pie- 
ces, Frontispieces, Urns, Bannisters, Key-stones, &c.— 
Plans and Elevations for three houses for town, and two 
for country— Plans and Elevations of two Meeting- 
houses—Plans and Elevation for a Summer-house- 
Plans and Elevation for a Court-house— -Plan, Elevation 
and Section of the Bi^nch Bank of i9o«ron— With par- 
ticular direction for executing all the above DeuguA* 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

Tlicsc engravings were executed and revised under 
tlie inspection of Mher Benjamin^ Architect and Carpen- 
ter; and Daniel Haynerd, Architect and Stucco Work- 
er—Authors of the work. 

From the peculiar taste and distinct talents of these 
eniinent|]architects,this work will appear under favourable 
auspices. Perhaps no work, containing an equal nun:- 
bcr of engravings, ever published, comprises so many 
neat, elegant and useful designs. Devoid of that heavy, 
colossal mass of worW, so expensive and common in Eu- 
ropean publications, designed for luxuriant and wealthy 
cities, the designs are calculated entirely for buildings a- 
dapted to the taste and genius of the United States. 
Gentlemen who design to build, and mechanicks who are 
in search after architectural information, will find this 
new work to contain, every thing desirable on that copiou« 
and useful subject. 

Orders for the above work from booksellers, or private 
gentlemen, are solicited, and si) all receive prompt atten- 
tion, either at the bookstore of LTHERIDGESc BLISS, 
/?o«f(w— or at the Bookstore of S. ETHERIDGE, 

Charle9tovm, 

—ALSO— 

PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION. 

ROLLIN'S ANCIENT HISTORY. 

In eight volumes Octavo, to be Illustrated with several 
useful maps, &c. kc. 

Of the numerous works that are constantly issuini; 
from the European and American presses, perhaps no 
one is more deserving of being handed down to posterity, . 
anditsprinciplesinculcated,than ROLLIN'S ANCIENT 
HISTORY. This author, while he holds a distinguish- 
ed rank as a pleasing historian, is scarcely surpassed, in 
blendiufy, in a masterly manner, moral sentiments with 
historical facts ; and although his his'ory was designed 
principally for the instruction of youth, it will be found a 
most agreeable and useftil companion to the well infprmed 
'^'H^^f*' ^^? reputation for nearly a century, proves that ' 
nchiy nierits a pla^ in every social or private library. 
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